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* Abs, 


-T0-THE 
RIGHT HONORABLE 
THE 


Lady EL1zaveru CARTERET. 


Hzs is one of the many 
Trafts which TI made 
at Paris on ſeveral 
Subjeds, at the inſtance of 
thoſe two Incomparable Prin- 
ceſſes, who there for many 
' years continually emploied me 
in their ſervice. What uſe they 
 werepleaſed to make of them, 
your Ladyſhip knows beſt , 
being often admitted with 
a {om 


The Fpiſtle, 
| ſome other Perſons of Quali- 
ty to their privat Devoti- 
ons: Therefore when [1 pre- 
ſent you with theſe Papers, 1 
but repeat and ratify their 
gift, and by this public Ad- 
dreſs pay that reſpe& which 1 | 
owe (beſides what i due upon '! 
other accounts.) to that fin- ? 
gular Efteem and Kindneſs ' 
which they ever had for your | 
Ladiſhip. 7 
Thoſe great and holy Souls © 
| # 
7 
7 


| 
| 
! 


| 


had no deſire more earnesF, 

then to contemplate and em- 

brace Chriſtian religion in its 
original 


The Epiſtle. 

ji. original beauty.g& ſee it freed 
ji. from the Encombrance which 
-- ordinary Controverſies moſt 
1 commonly throw upon it. And 
ir really tho they did under- 
1. ſtand all thoſe Scholafic 
] fonts as well or better then 
n their Teachers , (eſpecially 
- the Princeſs of Turenne , 
ſs Thoſe clear and quick Appre- 
ir henſion, and neat and unars. 

tificial Eloguence were won- 
Is derful) yet they cared (o lit- 
z  tlefor them, that they deplo- 
- Ted wery often the unhappy 
ts neceſſity that had filled the 
al Church 
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Church with ſuch weapons ; 
and had ſe flank'd about (to 
uſe here their expreſſion)7eru- 
falem with Baſtions, that one 

could hardly ſee the Temple. 
{ can aſſure you, Madam, 
that upon this account the ho» 
ly Communion,which 3s as the 
tree of Life in the Paradiſe of i 
God, the moſt generous Plant 
in his Vineyard of the Church, 
hath bin the worſidealtwith, 
For as it was moſt defpitefully 
treated by Popery ; the Prote- 
flants did ſpend moſt of their 
care this way to ſecure it, 
where- 


The Epiſtle; 
whereby it could not be well 
expected that men thus taken 
up in raiſing fences,in plant- 
ing thorns and quicksets - a-. 
gainſt wild Bores, could have 


much time to dreſs and im- 


prove better Plarits. Then 


came from Germany And- 
baptiſts, and from other parts. 
Socinians, who pretend that 


the beſt way of pruning lu- 


 xuriant excreſcencies., is to 


cut up by the roots, | 
Here then, Madam, vhih 
the Romaniſts having made 
havock of the Vineyard, and 
I laid 
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laid it waſt ; the fatneſs of the 
ground brought forth that poi- 
\ ſonous wild Vine of the Ro- 


man-Maſs : and others left 


nothing but dead ſapleſs 
Branches and dry Leaves , 


the emty Figures of Fanatic 


Heretics, 1 make it my en- 
deavor to reſcue it out of the 
hands of ſuch Husbandmen, 
and to reſtore all back again 
both to the full meaning and 
inſiitution of Chriſt, who is 


the Planter as well as the. 


Maſter of the Vineyard, and 


to- the Practice of the Holy. 
| Þ a- 
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Fathers.who for ſeveral hun- 
dreds of Years dreſſed it, and 
made it bear excellent F ruit, 
So here 1 take ns more notice 
either of Papiſts or Sefaries, 
no nor Proteſtants neither, 
then as if the former had ne- 


wer appeared in the World to 


trouble and ſpoil the Church 
of Cod, nor the latter to aſ- 


ſert and redreſs it. 


The holy Sacrament being 
thus ſet at liberty, and 


enlarged to its full extent, 


will appear preſently atten- 


ded with all its Duties and 


BI] eſſings 


The Epiſtle, 
Bleſſings, as the Ladder of 
Jacob. did, with aſcending 
and deſcending Angels. This © 
may be ſoon perceived, by any 
one who will but take the 
trouble to read this Book, ſo 
he do it with ſome attention, 
and diſtinctly in parcels; a 
caution which I defire may be 
adyerted to. Chronicles, ot 
Eloguent Diſcourſes, may beſt 
pleaſe when they are curſori-' 
ty run over. But MySteries 
mus? be ſludied, or they can- 
not be well undersFood:; and 
God knows kew much more is 
here 


of 


mh 


bis 
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here required at our hands 
beſides bare underfanding. 
Therefore I have added to 
the Diſcours that refers to 
the advancing the mind in 
Fnowleds, Meditation and 
Prayer, the two uſual atten- 
dants on Devotion; which be- 
ing joined together, are the 
only probable means of deal- 
ing ſucceſsfully with Holy 


. Things, and of attaining by 


the uſe, to the true end of this 
Sacrament , which aims at 
nothing elſe then a mutu- 
al Communion between us 


and 
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and Chrifi,even here on earth, | 
while we ſeem to be abſent 
from him : and withal at ſuch 
a reciprocal correſpondency | 
between God and his Church. 
as may both open our hearts , 
toward him in holy Duties | 
and Performances, and open 
his hand bowels toward us 
in all neceſſary Mercies. | 
' T know, Madam, that for 

the confirming of all this, 1 
need but appeal to your own | 
experience, And *tis partly 
on this account, that without 

fo much as asking leave, 1 


have } 
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\ have made bold to put your 


Name before this Book : be- 


cauſe it having bin firSÞ writ- 


ten for the peculiar uſe of two 
Perſons, whom God had ſan- 
ified in all reſpefis much a- 
bove the rate of theſe Times ; 
it ſeems to claim a ſpecial Ti- 
tle to their acceptation and 
reading,who intimately knew 
the worth of thoſe Princeſſes, 
and walk after their ſteps, at 


Pn ſonear a diſtance as your La- 


, 


ut 


£7 


'VE 


diſhip doth, to whom I am 


MaDpamM 
A moſt Humble and 
Durham Faithful Servant, 


Jan. 24, 


1673. Dan. BREviNnT. 
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(1) 
THE CHRISTIAN SACRAMENT 
And Sacrifice. 


By way of Diſcourſe, 
MEDITATION, and PRAYER, 
| upon 
THE NATURE, PaRrTs; 


and Bleſſings 
Of the Holy Communion. 


SECTION LI. 


The Importance of well underſtanding the 
Nature of this Sacrament. 


[. HE Sacrament inſtituted 
by Chriſt at the Eve of his 
Paſnon, which S.Paz{calls 
the Lord's Supper, is with- 
out controverlie one of the 
greateſt Myſteries of Godlinels, and t 1c 
moſt ſolemn Feſtival of the Chriſtian 
Religion. The holy Table, or Altar, 
which preſents this ſacred Banquet, may, 
as well as the old Tabernacle, take to it 
ſelf the title of * Meeting : ſince there 
the Peopie mult appear to worship God, 
and there certainly God is prei:nt to 


* V1 Dax Tabernacle ſor appointed time 
and mecting, 
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meet and to bleſs his People. At the | 


Place, and during the whole Act of 
this Meeting with God, the Chriſtian 
Communicants are in a ſpecial manner 
invited to offer up to God their Souls, 
their Bodies, their Goods, their Vows, 
their Praiſes, and whatſoever they can 
give: and God; on the other ſide offers 
to us the Body and Blood of his Son, 
and all thoſe other Bleſſings withal, that 
will afluredly follow this ſacred Gift. 
For this muſt be granted, that the 
holy Communion is not only a Sa- 
crament that the Worshipper is to come 
to for no other purpoſe, than to re- 
ceive; nor a Sacrifice only , where he 
should have nothing elſe to do, but to 
give: but it is as the great Solemnity of 
the ancient Paſſover was, whereof it 
hath taken the place; a great Myſtery 
conliſting both of Sacrament and Sacri- 
fice, that is, of the Religious Service 
which the People owe to God, and of 
the full Safvariou which God is pleaſed 
to promiſe to his People. 

2. It may by this appear, how far it 


concerns every Chriſtian not to err in 


a Point, that makes the center both of 
his Happineſs and his Duty: and that 
ties the very knot, which in a manner 
joins Man with God. It was upon this 
account that the Devil, who bore ever 
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an equal hatred both to what is 'holy 
to God, and to all what is conducible 
to the ſalvation of man, hath from the 
very beginning bin 'buſie with this Sa- 
crament: and hath ever ſince given the 
Church more trouble about the Body 
of Jeſus Chriſt, than ever the Angel 
ſuffered about the Body of Moſes , Fude 
P For the Body of Chrift, as the holy 

athers diſtinguisch it, being of two 
ſorts, to wit, the Nazural, which is in 
Heaven, and the Sacramertal, which is 
bleſſed, and given at the holy Table; 
the primitive Heretics, whom the Spi- 
Tit -of Antichrift ſet up and animated 
againſt the Church, fpent all their 
{ſtrength and their venim, at the very 
time, and in the face of the Apoſtles, 
in order to deſtroy the firſt, which is 
the human nature of Chriſt, and to re- 
duce it to a Phantaſm: and God knows 
whether the ſecond, thar is the Sacramen- 
zal, receives at this day any better enter- 
rainment from two contrary Parties, who 
make it-either a falſe God, or an emty 
Ceremony. Of - all theſe oppoſtit Ene- 
mites, the firſt, who aflaulted his Flesh, 
could in this impiety be but poor vain 
undertakers, this glorious Body being 
h'ghly exalted above their reach: but 
the fecond are on this account more 
dangerous, becauſe the bleiſed Com- 
A 2 munion, 
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munion, which makes up this other Bo- 
dy, may daily fall into the hands of either 
an Idolatrous,or a profane Abuſer. There- 
foreit very much concerns them, who- 
ſoever haveeither any Piety towards God, 
or any care of their own Souls, to manage 
their Devotions with ſuch precaution and 
judgment, that this venerable Sacrament 
may be kept ſafe from the attemts of ſi.« 
peritition and profaneneſs. 


| ——_— 


SECT1ON IT. 


Concerning the Sacrament , as it is a Me- 


morial of the Sufferings and 
Death of Chrif. 


'F HE Bleſſed Communion was 
chiefly inſtituted by the Son of 
God, for a Sacrament in the Church : But 


when it is received by the Chriſtian Peo- 


ple, if this receiving of theirs be right, it 
muſt needs be attended with the addi- 
tion of ſuch other performances, as will 


make it alſo a Sacrifice. As it is a Sa- 


crament, this great Myſtery shews three 


Faces, looking directly towards three 


Times, and offering to all Worthy Re-| 
ceivers three ſorts of incomparable Blef- 
tings; that of repreſenting the true Effi- 
cacy of Chriſt's Sufferings , which are 


pait, ; 
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paſt, whereof it is a Memorial: that of 


exhibiting the firſt Fruits of theſe Suffer-- * [f 


ings in real and preſent Graces, whereof 
it1s a moral Conveyance and Communi- 
cation : and that of aſſuring Men of all 
other Graces,and Glories to come,where- 
of it is an-infallible Pledg. 

2. As this Sacrament looks back; it 
is an authentic Memorial, which our Sa- 
vior hath left in his Church, of what 
He was pleaſed to ſuffer for Her. For 
tho theſe ſufferings of His were both 
ſo dreadful and Holy, as to make the 
Heavens mourn, the Earth quake, and 
a/l men tremble: yet becauſe great Ob- 
jects, how terrible and magnificent. 


. foever they be, whilſt. they laſt, are 


not leſs than the ſmalleſt things, apt ro 
be forgotteni when they are gon: and 
ſo, there was ſmall likelyhood, that the 
Paſhon of Jeſus Chriſt, which was not 
ſeen upon the Croſs above the ſpace of 
fom few hours, could be well preſer- 
ved in the memory of men throughout 
all ages; therefore our Savior was pleaſed 
at his laſt Supper to ordain this Sacra- 
ment, as an holy Memorial, Repreſenta- 
tion, and Image, of what He was about. 
to ſuffer for that short time, to ſave his 
dear Church for ever. So that when 
Chriſtian Poſterity, which had not ſeen 
the Crucifixion of their Savior, like the 
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young Iſraelites, that had not ſeen the 


ling. of the firſt Paſſover, should come 


to ask after the ſignification of thoſe 
things, this Bread, this Wire, the Break- 
ing of the one, the powring out of the 
other, and: the parzicipation. of both z 
this ſacred Myſtery might expoſe to 
faithful beholders as & preſent and con- 
ſtant objedt, both the Mariyrdom and 
the Sacrifice! of this crucified. Savior, 


giving .up his Flesh, shedding his Blood, 


and pouring out his very Soxl for the ex- 
piation of their fins. 

. 3. Therefore; as in the Feaſts of the 
Paſlover, the late Jews could ſay , This 
is the Lamb, theſe are the Herbs, and this 
zs the Bread of affliftion, which owr Fa- 
#hers did cat in Egypt ; becauſe their lat- 
rer Feaſts did ſo effectually repreſent the 
former, that the people, who- did par- 
take of thoſe, had ground enough. both 
to act, and ro ſpeak as if they. had bin 
preſent at this: So at our holy Commu- 
24077 which ſucceeds the Paſſover , and 
1s undoubtedly no leſsa bleſſed-and pow- 
erful Sacrament to ſet before our eyes 
Chrift our Paſſover, who is ſacrificed for 
#5, 1 Co. 5. 7. Our Sanior, ſays S. Auguſtin, 
doubted not to ſay, this is my Body, when 
he gave to his Diſciples the Fignre of his 
Body. Becauſe eſpecially; belides the 
Commemoration,this Dhchment duly given, 
and 
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and faithfully received, makes the thing 
which 1t repreſents as really preſent for 
our uſe, and as really powerful in order to 
our Salvation, as if the thing it ſelf were 
newly don, or in doing. Eating this Bread, 

and drinking of this Cup , yon ſet forth the 
death of the Lord, 1 Cor. 11.26. 

4. For certainly , not to miſtake the 
meaning of Chriſt, nor to injure his 
Myſtery; whenſoever with the primi- 
tive Church we call it a Memorial, or a 
Figare; great care muſt be taken leſt we 
confound theſe Venerable Repreſenta- 
tions, which God Himſelf hath fer up in 
his Church, and for his Church , with 
rhoſe emty Figures and Marks which 
either ſom old tradition, or ſom private 
phancy may by chance have put in our 
way. Men of ordinary underitanding do 
not regard with the ſame eye the Arms 
and Images of Princes, which public 
Authority hath ſet up in a public emt- 
nent Place: and which a Painter, to 

leaſe his phancy , hath fixt in a private 
oOOM. Withour all doubt a wiſe Tra- 
veller would be much more moved at 
the ſight of the Salt Pillar, (if it did 
ſtand yet where it did) which God had 
ſet up purpoſely, where Lo?'s wife look'd 
towards Sodom, than at ſom Prints 
of her Feet (if they were to be ſeen 
yet ) when she turned ſom other way. 
A 4 And 
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Anil if we credit the Hiſtory , that 
Crois, which the firſt Chriſtian Empe- 
Tor is reported once to have ſeen inthe 
Air (which undoubtedly the hand of 
God; or an Angel had made appear with 
ſom Deſign) could not bur cauſe a 
greater reſpect, than that ordinary Sign 
of the Croſs, which Chriſtians have 
uſed on common occaſions. Add what 
no body can deny, that all Sorts of 
vigns and Monuments become more or 
leis Venerable, according to the grea- 
ter, or Jeſſer worth of the Objects, 
which they are made to repreſent. It 
had bin hard for Abraham, or for any 
devour Patriark, nor to feel ſom mo- 
tions of Reverenceand holy Fear, when 


they d1d Chance to. pals again by Mamre, | 


or dy 4257izah, or ſuch other remarkable 
pizces where God had appeared to them : 


and who Coubts kut the very fight of 


B-t blehem. of the Mount of Olves 9 of Cal- 
Vir}, KC. Which Chriſt honored with 
his Preſence when he was born, when 
he tuffered, and when he went up ta 
Heaven, did heat the primitive Chriſti- 
ans with con':derable Flames of Zeai,be- 
ſides that ujual Faith and Knowledg 
wh:i.h they had got by their reading ? 
Buc when theſe Signs end Monuments, 
befides their ordinary uſe, bear with- 
al, as it were on their Face; the glorious 

Character 
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Character of their Inſtitution from above, 
and with this Inſtitution the moſt ex- 
preſs Deſign that God hath thereby to re- 
vive in 2 manner, and to expoſe as full to 
all our ſenſes, his Paſſion and ſufferings, 
as if they had ſtill there true Being ( as 
they have ſtill the lame vertu;) a diſcreet 
and pious Beholder muſt needs look on 
theſe Ordinances with thele three degr2es 
of Devyorion. 
5. Thefirſt is, when he conſiders thoſe 
great and dreadful Paſſages which this 
acrament ſets before -him.. .I do ob- 
ſerve on this: Altar ſomwhat very like 
the Sacrifice and Paſſion of my Savior. 
For thus the Bread of Life was. broken: 
thus the Lamb.of God was {lain: thus 
his moſt precious Blood was shed. And. 
when I look upon the Miniſter, who 
by ſpecial order from God his M:ſtzr 
diſtributes this Bread and this Wine, [ 
concetve that thus _ God Himſelf 
hath both given once his Son to die, and 
gives ſtill rhe virtu of his Death to bleſs 
and to fave every Soul that comes un= 
feignecly to him. | 
' 6. The ſecond isan Act of Adoration 
and Reverence, when he looks upon 
that good Hand, that hath conſecrated 
for the uſe of the Church the Memorial 
of theſe grear Things. I cannot withour 
ſom degreeof devotion look on any Ob- 
| | | ST ject, 
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ject, that in any wiſe puts me in mind 
of the ſufferings my Savior: and if 


I did perceive but any: Cloud fomwhat ; 


like them, altho it: were but caſual, I 


would not neglect the accident that had. 


cauſed that reſemblance. Bur fince the 
good hand of my God hath purpoſely 


contrived it thus, to ſet before me what + 
I ſee; and ſince by his ſpecial ap- 
pointment theſe Repreſentatives are 


brought in hither for this Church, and 
among all the reſt for me: I muſt mind 


what Iſrael did, when the Cloud filled , 


the Tabernacle. I will not fail to wor- 
$hip God, as foon as I perceive theſe Sa- 
craments and Goſpel-Clouds appearing in 
the Sanctuary, . Here I worship- neither 
Sacrament, nor Tabernacle, but I will 
obſerve the manner that Moſes , David, 
and all Iſrael have taught me to receive 


poor Elements with , after the Inſtitu- 


tion of : God hath once raiſed them to 
the itate of great Myſteries. Neither 


the Ark nor any Clouds were ever ado- 


red in T/7ae/, tho ſom brutish Heathens 


ſomtimes thoughr ſo: but ſure it is, the. 


Ark was confidered quite otherwiſe than 
a Cheſt, and the Cloud than a Vapor, 
as ſoon as God had hallowed them both, 
to be the figns of his preſence. There- 
fore as the former People did. never 
ice the Temple or the Cloud, bur, that 

preſently 
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preſently at that ſight they uſed to throw 
themſelves on their faces; I will never 
behold theſe better and ſurer Sacraments 
of the glorious mercies of God, but 
as ſoon as] ſee them uſed in the Church 
to that holy purpoſe that Chriſt hath con- 
ſecrated them to, I will not fail both to 
remember my Savior who conſecrated 
theſe Sacraments, and to worship alſo 
my Savior whom theſe Sacraments do 
repreſent. And God forbid, that, when 
I am able, I should not receive them, 
as my Savior himſelf was pleaſed to re- 
ceive his own Baptiſm , with Devotion 
and Prayer, Lute 3.21. 

7. The third, which 1s the Crown, 
and the compleating of the rwo other, 
is ſuch a vigorous and intenſe Act of 
Faith , as may correſpond to the great 
End, which our Savior aimed at, when 
He inftituted rhis Sacrament. The main 
intention of Chriſt was not here to pro- 
poſe a bare Image of his Paſſion once 
ſuffered in order to a bare Remem- 
brance: but over and above to enrich this 
Memorial with ſuch an effectual and real 
Preſence of continuing Atonement, and 
ſtrength, as may both evidently ſer forth 
Chriſt himſelf crucified before our eyes, Gal. 
2. 1. and invite us to his Sacrifice, not 
as done and gone many. years {ince, but, 
as to expiating grace and —_— ſil} 

afting_ 
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]:{ting, {till new, ſtill the ſame thar it 
was, when it was firſt offered for us. 

8. All thoſe Sacrifices under the Law, 
which had both their uſe and their 
{trength limited, ſom to a year, ſom 
to a month, ſom to a day, were not 
leſs powerful at the laſt, than they were 
at the firſt moment of their proper Du- 
ration; and they who lived or died 
within the twelfth month of the year, 
after the Feaſt of Propitiations, had as 
much, benefit from that anniverſary Sa- 
crifice, as they, who were upon the 

lace, and art the very day when the 
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ligh Prieſt did offer it. Upon the like, | 
but infnitly better reafon, the Sacri- | 


fice of Jeſus Chriſt, being appointed by 


God the Father, for a Propitiation that | 


should continue throughout all Ages, to 
the Worlds end: and withal being ever- 
laſting by the Priviledg of its own Or- 
der , which 1s az uchangeable Prieſthood, 
Heb. 7. 24. and by his worth , who of- 
fered it, that 1s tze Bleſſed Son of God, 
ana by the Power of the Spirit, by whom 
1t was offered, which is the eternal Spi- 
riz, Hebr. 9. 14. all kinds of Eternity 
rizus COncurring together to the Sacri- 
fice upon the Groſs it muſt in all rc- 
{pects ftand everiaſting and Eternal, and 
t#e fare yeſterday, to day, and for ever, 
Hebr. 13. 8. 


9. There- 
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9. Therefore this Sacrifice being ſuch, 
the holy Communion is ordained of 
, Chriſt; to ſet ir out to us as ſuch, that 
+ 1s, as effectual now at this holy Table, as 
it was then at the very Croſs: and by 
the ſame proportion the Act of worthy 
Receivers, ( belides Remembrance and 
Worship) muſt needs be this; firſt, to 
elevate their Faith, and ſtretch their ve- 
ry Souls up to the Mount, with the bleſ- 
ſed Virgin, who ſtood neareſt the Sa- 
crifice, or at the leaſt : with the Diſci- 
ples, who lookt on'it at ſom diſtance; 
and then look up to the Victim, to Fes 
ſus the Everlaſting Mediator of the Ewver- 
laſting Covenant, and to the Blood of [prink- 
ling that ſpeaks yet, and craves for better 
things (Pardon and any, * than Abel's 
did, Hebr. 12. 24. Here Faith. muſt be 
as true a /ubſiſtcrce of thoſe things paſt, 
which we believe, as 'tis' of thote other 
things yet to come, which we -ope for, 
Hetr. 11. 1. | 
10: At the approach therefore of this 
oreat Myitery, and by the help of this 
{ſtrong Faith, rhe worthy Communicant 
being proftrated at the Lord's Table, & 
at th2 very foot of his Croſs, shall with 
| earneſt ſorrow confeſs and lament all 
his ſins, which were the nails and 
{pears that pierced our Savior. We our 
elves moſt chicfly, not Pilate, nor the 


Jews 


Ce 


— 
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Jews (for he would not have died for ſuch 
alone) we have crucified that juſt one. Men 


and Brethren what shall we do! Act. 2. 37. 


Heshall fall amazed at that Stroke of Di- 
vine Juſtice, that _ offended but by 
Men, could not be ſatisfied, nor appeaſed, 
but by the ſufferings and death of God, 
How dreadful is this Place ! how deep and 
holy is this Myſtery ! Then he will fall a- 

in to worsnipping> not leſs amazed at, 
than thankful for, thoſe inconceivable 
Mercies of God the Father, who ſo gave 
up his only Son, and for the Mercies of 

od the Son, who thus gave himſelf up 
for us. 


Tr. My Lord! and my God! 
T behold here in this Bread made 
of a Subſtance that was cut down) 
beaten , ground and bruiſed by 
. men, all the heavy Blows, and 
Plazues, and Pains, which m 
Savior did ſuffer from the hands 
of his Murtherers: I behold in this 
Bread aried up , and baked, and 
burnt at the Fire, the fiery wrath 
alſo, which He ſuffered for me 


from 


Ww > > IJ >, 
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from above » and from the hands 

of. his \own Father... My God, 
my God, why haſt thou thus for- 
ſaken him-! the violence of wicked 
men firſt hath made him a Mar- 
tyr, then the Fire of Heaven hath 
made him a Burnt Sacrifice : and 
under beth theſe Sufferinzs, lo he 
is become to me the Bread of Lift |! 
Let ns then g0, to take 
and eat it, ' For tho the Inftru- 
ments that bruiſed him be bro- 
ken to pieces, and the direful 
Flames that burned him be quite 
put ont » yet this Bread , which 
is the Body of the Lord, conti- 
nues new. The Spears and Swords 
that flew, and the Burnings that 
compleated the Sacrifice, are many 
years ſince ſcattered and ſpent; but 
the ſtrength and ſweet ſmell of the 
Obla- 
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oblation is ftill fragrant; the Blood 
ftill warm, the words: ſtill freſh, 
and the Lamb flill ſtanding as 
ſlain. * Any other Bredd by dura- 
t10n will alter, and any other $a- 
Crifice will loſe its ftrenath ; but 
Thou moſt Eternal Vietim, offered 
up to God through the Eternal. Spi- 
rit, by an everlaſting. Prieſt, and 
by an Order which: can never be 
changed , Thou remaineſt alwaies 
the ſame : and as "thy years: hall 


never fail, they shall never loſe 


nor abate any thing of thy - ſaving | 


ftrength and mercy : help,o help 
me al[o, that they abate nothing of 
my Faith Help, me to grieve for 
tht ſenſe of my ſins, and for that 
of thy pains, as thoſe good Souls 
aid, who ſaw thee ſuffer. 7 Let 


not my heart burn with leſs Zeal 
* Rev. 5.6. + Lukes. 27. 
to 


—_ 6" bi 
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to follow and ſerve'thee now, 
when this Bread is broken at 
this Table, then did the hearts 
of thy Diſciples, when thou didfſt 
break it in Emaus. *O Rock of 
Iſrael, Rock of Salvation, Rock 


ftruck and cleft for me, let thoſe 


two ſtreams of Blood and Wa- 
ter, which once gushed out of thy 


fide, | when the Curſe of the 


Law, and the Rod of Moſes had 
opened it, bring down with them 
dalvation and Holineſs znto my: 
Soul, tho far diſtant from the, 
Mountain, where thou didft re-, 
cetve that deadly Blow. And let. 
not my Soul leſs thirſt after. 
them at this diffance, than if 
T1 ftood upon Horeb, whence 


ſprung this water, and near the 


very Cleft of that Rock, the 
very Wounds of my Saviors 


* Luke 24.32. + Joh. 19.34. 
whence 
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whence enshed out this Sacred 
Blood. All the diflance of 
Times and Countreys, how great 
ſoever , which is between Adam 
and me, doth not keep his Sin 
or his Punishment any more 
from purſuing and reaching me, 
than if I had bin born in his 
Houſe : and notwithſtanding this 
diſtance, we ſin and die after 
his Image, as if we were imme- 
diatly ſprung from his Loins. Se- 
cond Adam, Adam deſcended pow- 
erfully from above, let thy Blood 


reach as far, and come as freely 


both to ſave and to ſandtifie, as the 


Blood of my firſt Father did both 
to deftrey and defile me. Bleſſed 
Feſu; who reviveſt by this Sa- 
crament the Memory of thy ſa- 
crifice , quicken and ſtrengthen 
He” my 
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my faith alſo, diſpoſe my mind, 
prepare my heart, and then bleſs 
this thine Ordinance. If | but: 
touch ( in that manner 1 ought to 
do) the Hem of his Garment, 
the Garment of his Paſſion, vir- 
ts will proceed out of Him , it 
Shall be don according to my 
Faith: and my poor Soul Shall 
be made whole. Amen. 


——— 


| SzcTion IIL | 
Of the bleſſed Sacrament, as it Aands, for & 
| Sign of preſent Graces. 


I. HE ſecond Face of the bleſſed 
Communion looks towards zhe 
preſent Graces that attend the right 
uſe of it, firſt as a Figure, whereby God 
repreſents, ſecondly as a moral indre: 
ment whereby he 1s pleaſed to convey 
them unto the Church. Firſt, I fay, it 
marks and {ignifies theſe preſent Graces. 
For being of its own nature a Sacrament, 
that is, a ſig of an indivifibleGrace, it muſt 
principally ſtand to fignifie,'and lead us 
9 greater bleſſings. 2. It 
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2: It is the ordinary way of God 
when He either promiſes or beſtows on 
men any conſiderable Bleſſing, to con- 
firm his Word and his Gift with the addi- 
tion of ſome Signs. For this I need 
not to alleds other Evidences than the 


Rainbow, the Burning' Bush, Abraham | 


Furnace, Gideox's Fleece, the Cloud, the 
Ark, &c. which for thoſe times were 
Sacraments of great Things. God. com- 
monly ſent no Prophets, witk oat give- 
ing them as it were a Sacramental E- 
qUPPAge, which could reprefent 'in ſom 

egree the Meſſage they had ro-deliver, 
witneſs the Hairy Mantels, the rent 
Garments, the Iron Yoaks , the Horns, 
ſomtimes ſom kinds of Life or Geſture, 
wherein men might' ſee before hand, 
the. Charges and ſad Predictions ' whicty 
they were to hear ſoon after. Our Sa- 
vior did obſerve this ſame method, when 
he laid his hands on Children, when 
he breathed upon his Diſciples, when 
he bad them to anoint the Sick, and 
when he curſed the Fig-tree. All men 
by a natural inſtinct do ſomwhat like 
this, when they ſecond their Expreſſions 
with ſome ſigns and motions of their 
Body, tho they. think of no Myſteries. 
SO that -you hardly can hear any man, 
being ſomwhat earneſt and ſerious upon 
any matter, whether of Requeſt, or com- 


plaint, 
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plaint, Submiſſion, or Excuſes, but you 
may ſee him at the ſame time either bow- 
ing the knee, or joyning his hands, or un- 
covering his head, which, Acts are, in a 
manner; Civil and natural Sacraments, to 
confirm his Expreſſion. | 

3. Thetruth is, ſuch is the diſpoſition 
of moſt men, that. how ſtrongly ſoever 
they be perſwaded of the Truth which 
they hear, yet will they be far bet- 
ter wrought upon towards their own 
perſwaſion , when they ſee ſom ſigns of 
this Truth : and tho a true Iſraclite doubts 
not at all of the preſence of his God, nor 
a faithful Diſciple of the promiſe given 
himzthat he shall receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
when Moſes and Chriſt have once paſſed 
their word for theſe two Things: yet 
will their Faith be much ſtrengthned, 
when one ſees the Ark and the Cloud, 
which were the Sacrament of that, and 
when the other receives the Breath , 
which was the Sacrament of this. Now 
the Myſtery of the Croſs, and of the Sal- 
yation thar follows ir, is of that high and 
important nature, as might juſtly ob=- 
lige the Son of God to propoſe them 
to his Church in the moſt ſutable man- 
ner, to work in men a deep impreſſion. 
Therefore, as God himſelf, in order to fa- 
tisfe Moſes more fully that his People 


Should not perish, nor ſo much as di- 


minish 
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minish under the thraldom of Boop; 
Shewed him a Bus continuing itill 
' whole and entire inthe midſt of a great 
Fire: and in order they might be more 


firmly perfwaded , that tho they were 
in a wilderneſs, they were under God's 


protection , he made them go all the 
way under a Cloud; that whenſoever 
there should happen any Raggering in 
their Belief, both Moſes and the Peo- 
ple might ſtrengthen it, Moſes by re- 


membring the Busb, and the People by 


minding the Cloud; to the ſame purpole 
hach Chriſt ordained ſom viſible t1gns 
in his Church, to compleat her common 
Faith, and to afſure this truth to every 
one who comes to him, that he $hall 
be cleanſed from his ſins, as certainl 

As 1t 1s certain he fees ſom water whic 

is the ordinary means for washing; and 
nat he shall be kept up, and fed with 
a ſupply of all neceſlary Bleſſings, as 
certainly and really, as it is real and 
certain he tafts, and rakes in this Bread 


and WY7ze, which are the ordinary means 


for preſerving our life and ftrengrh. 

b Beſides, becauſe the Sacraments are 
deligned not only to perſwade us more 
ſtrongly of the Truth and Being of the 
Things, but alſo to acquaint us more 
familtarly and ſenfibly with their con- 


dition and nature ; thele Sacraments mult | 


have 
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have in their »atural confitution, fom 
known Qualities that make them fit for 
this Sacramental office. Such hath the 
Water for example, which was ſo deſer- 


: vedly. choſen for the uſe of holy Bap- 


tiſm, becauſe of the proper virtu it hath 
of washing the things that are fowl, of 
reviving and refreshing them that are 
dry, and of making fruitful the barren. 
Hereupon St. Auſtin lays plainly , that 
unleſs the holy Sacraments had ſom 


| ſuch agreement with the Holy Things, 


which they are ſet up to repreſent, th 
could not be Sacraments at all. Epip. 
23. ad Bonif. 

5. Sothe bleſſed Communion is made 
of two ſuch Elements, as can forthwith 
expoſe to the ſight and ſenfe of all men, 
the true ground of its Sacramental and 
fignificative Function. This Function is 
twofold; the firft to repreſent Chriſt's 
Sufferings * and the ſecond to repreſent 
the Bleſſing and the Benefit which we 
receive from theſe Sufferings. The firſt 
] fay to repreſent Chrift's Sufermgs. This 


' Bread and Wine could neither ſuſtain 


nor refresh me, had not their intrinſe- 
cal Subſtance loſt its firſt condition and 
eftat2: rhat is, if the one had never faln 
under the Sixkle, the Flail, the Mil- 
ftoxe, the Fire: and the other under the 
Hook, the Feez, and .the Preſs of Hul- 

| band- 
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bandmen: Nor doth the Son of God 


fave me, but-by * emtying himſelf in x 
manner, for a while of his firſt glory in 
Heaven: and by loſing that ſecond life 
which he had taken in Berhlebem. This, 
Bleſſed Savior is not a Savior by the 
ſtrength of all the Miracles which He 
dida —_—_— nor by any thing that He 
could ſuffer, as long as He would keey 
himſelf alive, when be was made faſt to 
his Croſs. As the beſt Harveſt is not yet 
Bread, as long as it ſtands in the Field: 
nor is the beſt Corn Bread likewiſe,as long 
as 'tis kept whole in the Floor ; both 
Corn and Harveſt being no more than 
antecedent Matter for mans Food. Jeſus 
living in Ga/zlee, Jeſus teaching about the 
Temple, Jeſus commanding | fn and 
Waves, when he did walk upon the Sea, 
if he had Rn no further, could not 
have bin the Bread of life: it muſt be Je- 
ſus ſuffering, Jeſus crucified, Jeſus dying: 
the grinding Mill, and the burning Fire, 
have of this Corn made me this Bread: 
and nothing leſs than Croſs, Wounds, 
Death, my Lord! my God ! could of thy! 
deareſt Son make my Savior ? 

6. I ſay ſecondly, this Euchariſtical 
Bread is inſtituted to repreſent the Fruit 
and Benefit which we receive both at 
the Holy Table, and upon all other oc- 

* emma. Phil. 2 7. 

cal10ns; 
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calions, from Chriſts Sufferings, to wits 
Maintenance and Improvement of life. - As. 
without Bread and Wine , or ſomthing: 
an{werable to it ,- the ſtrongeſt Bodies: 
ſoon 'decay : ſo without the virtue of: the: 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, the beit and 
holieſt Souls muſt 'infallibly ſtarve and- 
perish. ' The Body of -the Lord, as it 
was offered up to God in Sacrifice, isthe 
Truth repreſented -by the Paffover : and 
as repreſented to us at the Holy Com- 
munion, is the Truth and Accomplish- 
ment typified by the Mazra. The one 1s 
as it were the Seed and the Original Prim- 
ciple whence we are born: andthe other, 
as the Bread wherewith we {ve. That is 
to ſay, as Bread and Wine do not pro- 
duce, but keep up that animal Life, which 
another Caule hath 'produced: ſo doth 
our Lord Jeſus, by a neceſſary and conti- 
nual ſupply of ſtrength and Grace, repre- 
ſented by Bread and Wine,luſtain,improve, 
and ſet torward that Spiritual Life and new 
FeIngs which he hath procured us by his 
Cro S, aki 

7. For Jeſus the ſecond Adam, be- 
ing ſeiz'd, as He hung on the Croſs, with 
that deep ſleep which God cauſed to 
fall upon him, gave this new Being to 
his Church, out of that fide which at 
his Paſſion was opened: and the Blood 
and Hater, which then gushed out of his 

B Wounds, 


26 The Chriſtian Satrament 


Wounds, are the true Principlesof life; | 


by reaſon of which,his Spouſe the Church 


may becalled Eve, that is, true 6c:everlalt- 
ing Iyer. Beforeshe had this new origi- 


outof her Saviors Paſſion, her Hus- 


bands fleep, she by -her old Extraction, | 
was:2 very Daughter of Death, and a 


Mother of ſuch Children, as could pre- 
tend 'to no better Inheritance, then 
Carfe and Wrath, Epheſ. 2. 2. By the 
courſe of Nature our Life is but a ſad 
Progreſs trom Birth to Death : and by 
the courſe of Gods Juſtice a ſadder Mo- 
tion, ſuch .as: is that of condemned ;Per- 


{ons from Priton to the place: of thei | 


Execution. But whilſt we were daily 
paſſing on to that.maſt dreadful Punish- 
ment, the Son'of God look'd on us, and 


took our Condemnation upon himſelf, 
and under it dyed in our ſteed. Thus by 


the Death and Satisfaction of this Vi- 


ctim , Juſtice gave way to my Releaſe: 


God the Father forgave my Sin, and God 
the Son procured my Life. T'his Grace 
is the firſt Purchaſe of Chriſts Blood, 
the firft-Irradiation of Gods mercy, and 
the firſt Breath of Spiritual Life in our 

Noftrils. 
$8. Butalas! how ſoon would this firft 
life vanich away, were it not preſently 
followed and :tupported by a ſecond? 
How ſocn would the removal of the 
former, 


wen £4, 2 6-06 ot oe wo to be Sc. i.cma i. . 
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former, be fruſtrated by the commiſſion 
of .other Sins! And ſince. I am no ſfoon- 
r born in Sin then dead injit, how 
ard would it be without more help. in 
this corrupted .cangition , to keep dead 
Lazgri +4 Rottennes! Therefore 
the Body 'and Blood of « Chriſt ONce-Sa- 
crificed on the Croſs, ( to help this 
frſt ) procures a ſecond Life, that pre- 
ſerves, whomſoever it ſaves out of this 
ſtupid death in Sin: it helps them out of 
the Puddle, where they did lye like 
Beaſts without ſenſe of danger, or shame: 
and it quickens theſe rotten Trecs for 
theproducing of better Fruit. The firſt 
Life bet g.Op olite to ,Condemmation ang 
Eternal Punishment , belongs properly 
to the Blood that hath fatisfied® Divine Fu- 
ftice, and ſo removed Ponicbpent: and 
the fecond, which is oppoſite to ſtupid 
and ſenſcleſs, both falling into fin and Iy- 
lag in it, relates properly to the Wa- 
ter, that after Propitiation and Pardon 
weshes and ſanctifies rhe finner. "Theſe 
two Lives are the two firſt Efluxes 
which proceeded out of Jefus' Chrift, 
waen .his Body was pierced: and betn 
are inſeparable; as .the Blood and. the 
Water were, which flowed together out 
of his ſide. Ler none, who finds him- 
ſelf clean from the filth and ipots of his 
tin, be afraid of punishineat ior them, 
| B 2 Fhave 
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IT have found a ranſom for him, Fob 33.24. 
for the Water ED Bet} the 


Blood. But let every one that hath a - 


mind ro be ſafe from Punishmert, which 


is taken off by the Blood, ſeek for far- | 


ther ſecurity in the puritying of him- 


ſelf from all the uncleanneſs of fin which . 


the Water is to wash away : for the Blood 
came not without Water. Chriſt camc not 
by Blood alone, but by Water and Blood, 
x Joh. 5. 6. 

9. Over and above theſe two Lives, 
whereof one conſiſts in Pardon and re- 


moval of Punishment ; the other in Say- _ 
cation, and enlivens us from dead . 


orks,ſo as not thenceforward to deſerve 


itas before; there remains beſides a third 
Life, which conſiſts in an abſolute Redem- 
zioz from Death and other Miſeries. This 
life, as to the ſure Title and Right, is to- 
gether with the two other purchaſed b 

the ſame Sacrifice: but as to the real uſe 


ww k 


and poſſeſſion, it is reſerved for us in Hea- 


ven, and there hid with Chriſt in God, Co- 
boff. 3.3. Until it be revealed, we appear 


asif we were dead, theſe two Jewels ly- 


ing in, and being wrapped about, with 
the dark Veils of human Mortality, till 


that Chriſt becoming unto us actual Re-| 
demtion, as well as aCtual Zuſtice, and actual 


Saudtification, this third Life ſucceeds to 


break the Cloud. 
| I0. Now 
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10. Now the bleſſed Savior, being b 
his Sacrifice the Author and giver of theſe 
three Lives, shews himſelf by this Sa- 
crament to be rhe Preſerver of them 
alſo: and to this purpoſe ſets up a Table 
by his Altar, where he engages moſt ſo- 
lemnly, to feed and nourish our Souls 
with the conſtant ſupply of his Mercies 
to the very day of eternal Salvation, as 
really as he gives and we receive theſe 
Elements of Bread and wine, which are 
the uſual means of ſuſtaining mortal 
Bodies until. the end of this short Life. 
My Father worketh hitherto, and I work 
with him, John 5. 179. God the Fa- 
ther reſted indeed upon the Seventh Day 
from the Work of Creetirg, and God the 
S0n at the ſame Day from the Work of 
Suffering , but neither of them will reſt 
till the Day of Redemtion from the 
work of preſerving, both what the Cre- 
ation hath produced, and what the Paſ- 
ſion hath ſaved. In the firſt Creation, 
we have a Man and a Woman made of 
the Flesh , and as it were of the very 
wounds of her Husband : and there you 
find a Tree planted to maintain both their 
Life and Strength. In the Deliverance 
of Egypt, we have a People ſaved 

by the Sacrifice of the Paſſover: 
and left fo many reſcued out of Exgypr, 
Should faint and ſtarve in the Deſert 

B 3 there? 
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there you fee an Angel leading them the 
way” with his Lizhr, keeping them cool 
under the Shadow of his Cloud, and fe2d- 
ing them through all their journey with 
4 miraculous fort of Meat. Jeſus is both 
in the Original and Progreſs of Salva- 
fion; the Truth foreshewed' by theſe Fi- 
gures. When he dyed upon the Crois, 
there he fulfilled that which had been 
$:2dowed forth both by the ſleep and 
wound of Adam, and by the _—_ of 
Paſchal Lambs: And when he feeds from 
Hezven with a continual effuſion of Blef- 
6:15 rhoſe Souls and Lives which he hath 
bin pleaſed to redeem by the effuſion of 
his own Blood, Heis the Truth both of 
the Tree and of the Angel, which were , 
#ppointed, the one to maintain Man, and 
rhe other to keep 1/rael. | 

f1. Chrift relates to theſe four Figures 
as the Bray which fulfils theme: and the 
Holy Communion relates to them on |. 
the other {ide, as an Antitype, that is, as 
one Image may relate to another, all 
ro Eexprefs the fame object. Upon the 
breatirg the one, and poxring out the 0- 
ther of theſe conſecrated Elements, you 
fee what Chriſt hazb ſaffered, as upon 
the wound of Am, and the death of | 
the Paſſover, Abel,  Eror, and Iſrael 
might partly fee what he should ſuffer: 
And upon the nouriching nature - _y 
7 rea 


th 


Bread, you fee that which others have 
ſeen inthe Tree of Life ; and in the An» 
gel raining down Manna, what: He 
would give. Butthis is the advantage of 
the Noly Communion above all the- an- 
cient Figures. Adam with his open Side, 
and all Sacrifices with their Blood; did 
foretel only Chriſts Paſſion: and the 
Tree of Life with all irs Fruit, and- the 
Angel with all his Food, did foretel on- 
ly hispreſerving Grace : wheveas this'Sa 
crament alone repreſents both his Paſ- 
hon; and Preſeruing ; and beſides theſe 
another great _ by their mutual 
dependency. What ,we take and eat, 
is made of a Subſtance, cut, bruiſed; 
and put to the fire; thar shews my* Sa» 
viors Paſſion; and it was uſed' in- that 
manner that it may afford me wholſon 
Food; that shewes the' Benefit which 
both he gives and I receive out of this 
dreadful Paſſion. The Angels enjoy ſuch 
an immortality, and wear ſuch Crowns 
as coſt God nothing, but the pain he 
took to give them: ours are more. Pres 
cious and coſtly then ſo: Our inherrs 
tance in Heaven is not leſs then Akeh 
damah, a Poſſeſſion bought with Chriſts 
Blood. ' In this Sacrament here is Dearf 
repreſented, there Life ; the Life is mine; 
the Death my Saviors: and © bleſſed Je» 
ſus, this my Life comes out of thy Death, 

B 4 and 
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and the Salvation which I hope for,ispur- | 
chaſed with all the pain & Agonties which | 


Thou didit ſuffer. 

12. Here Melchiſedek and Aaroz wait 
-upon Jeſus Chriſt at his Table, as Moſes 
and Ehas did on the Mount: Theſe two 

reat Prieſts ſtand to forechew , what 
Chrit alone is to perform. For there is 


Aezron the Prieſt with Blood, and here 


MAelchiſedek with Bread. There Aaron ' 
breaks, sheds and deſtroys: here Melchi- 


Jedek feeds and blefſes. Nay, both are one 
in Jeſus Chriſt. Firſt, Chriſt appears to 


Sacrifice (upon the Croſs) as Aaron did at | 
his Altar, with Flesh and Blood : and as ' 
in Melchiſedeks caſe and figure, with his 
ewz Flesh, and hz own Blood. Then as | 


Aaron did uſe to enter once every year 
into the 'Sanctuary,: Chriſt once for all 18 


aſcendel into Heaven, thence to bleſs us; | 
Act.3.26. And this Bleſling is the ſtrength, | 


Ld 


. — 


the Food and Refrechment which Mel | 


sb;ſedek brought in a Figure; that with 
the help of theſe good Things both A- 
brabam and his Followers, that is, all fin- 
cere Chriſtians, may chearfully go on 
their way notwithſtanding their own 
weakneſs, and all the dangers of their 
Life. Thus here is a double Blefſing which 
I wait for; both what Aaroz shewed by 
his Blood, and what Melchiſedek shewed 
by his Bread, 

13. Author 


f 
( 
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13. Author of my Salvation, 
and of theſe Myſteries which 
expreſs it, beſtow on me theſe 
two Bleſſings, which this Sa- 
crament shews together, Grace 
for Grace; Mercy, and ſtrength 
to keep Mercy. Hoſanna, O 
Son of David, ſave and pre- 
ſerve. Save me, that I may not 
fall under the hand of the De- 


| ſtroyer; and preſerve me, that 


one this Salvation I never fall 
Yy my own hand. But keep and ſet 
forward in me notwithſtanding 
all mine Infirmities, the work of 


» thy faithful Mercies. Grant 


that I may not increaſe my 
Guilt, by my abuſing of what 
thou gaveſt. My Savior , my 
Preſerver, give me alwaies what 
thougtveſt once. Create a new 
heart within me ; but bleſs and 
keep what Thou createſt: and 

B 5 mncreaſe 
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tucreaſe more and more what 
Thou planteſf. O Son of God 
and Tree of Life, feed with thy 


ſap this tender Branch, which | 
without thee cannot but wit her : | 


and ftrengthen in thee a bruiſed 


Reed, which without thee can- 


not bat fall. Father of ever- 


lafting Compaſsions, forſake not. 
in the Wilderneſs a feeble 1ſ- 
raelite, whom thon haſt broug ht 
a. little way out of dog 
Soul of 


And let not this poor 


ne, which thou haſt bleſsed 


with ſome defires, and helped a 


while with ſome tendency to- | 


wards an Eternal Sakuation,ever 
taint and fall from the right 
way. The Angel m the Wil- 
derneſs could tndonbiedly rain 
as thuch Manna, as the Paſ- 


thal Lambs could shed Blood; 


Feſu; the Truth both of thoſe 


Lambs | 


Ad 'Sarifice: | J5 
Lambs, and of that Angeh, T hou 
art as able to perfetF mewith thy 
BleſSings out of thy Throne, as 


| thou wert to redeem me by thy 
| dacrificeonthy Creſs. Feſu Au- 


thor , Ozjet# and Truth ofs thus 


which by thine appointment 1 am 


bidden now to take, perform in 
me by thy Sufferings what T hou 
doft exhibit: Eternal Life, by 
this thy Body broken ; grve at- 
fo Nourithment, and mamte- 
nance thereby to this fame Life, 
for this is the Bread of Heaven. 


SECTION 
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| SECTION IV. 


Concerning the Communion, as it is n0t a 


Repreſentation only, but a Meer 
_ of Grace. = 


17 JirnrtRrTo we have confidered 
| ] this Holy Sacrament, firit, as a 


ftanding Memorial of that Paſſion, where- | 


in Chriſt Jeſus once offered himſelf up 
to God as Sacrifice: and ſecondly, as 4 
f22z of that nutritive and corroborative 
Grace (the true Eflux of that Sacrifice) 
by which ſrgn he daily offers himſelf to 
us under the notion of Meat. For hu 


Flesb #s meat indeed, and his Blood us drink 


i:deed, John 6. 55. And I ingenioully 


confeſs, that the moſt general uſe of the 


Blefled Communion runs upon theſe 
two Notions: and that theſes two main 


TISE 


Reſemblances between the Bread and ! 
Chriſts Body , which qualifie the conſe- | 


crated Bread (and the conſecrated Wine 
in the ſame manner) to bear the Cha- 


racter of a Sacrament; do likewiſe ſufh- : 


ciently __ it, to bear another ho- 

nor, wht 

Jed the Lords Body. However it is moſt 

ceitain, That when the Fathers call it 

ſo, (which Chriſt himſelf taught them 

to do) they juſtifie both His and their 
ſpeech 


ch it enjoys, of being cal- | 


6K, wont on, et $3..,5©<Q@VWV 
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ſpeech upon the account of reſemblance, 
and of this commerce, (moſt uſual be- 
tween Repreſentations, and objects repre- 
ſented)of enterchanging their own names. 
par the 23. Epiſt. of Saint Auftin, ad 
Bonif. | 
2. So for example, in the Prophetic 
Viſions and Dreams, which moſt com- 
monly were nothing elſe then extempo- 
rary Sacraments of Things then reveal- : 
ed by God, thoſe are moſt conſtantly 
faid tobe theſe. -Theſeven Earsof Corn 
are ſeven years, by Interpretation of Fo+ 
ſeph, Gen. 41. 26. The ſeven Stars are 
ſeven Angels, in the Revelation of St. 
Fohn 1. 20. The Sower is the Son of 
Manx; "The Tares are the wicked; The 
Harveſt is the end of the World, in the 
Parables of Jeſus Chriſt, Matth. * Ts 
38, 39. If by chance we meet with Pi- 
Ctures that repreſent the Tabernacle, or 
the Ornaments of Aaroz; we uſually 
fay, pointing: at ſome of theſe Figures, 
This is the outward Court; this 1s the 
Sanctuary ; here is the Brazen Altar; 
and there you ſee the Plate of pure Gold, 
that none was allowed to wear , EXC 
the High Prieſt of Iſrael: juſt as walk- 
ing in the Pallaces and Galleries of great 
Perſons, we ſay, without thinking to 
ſpeak improperly, That we have ſeen the 
twelve Sibyls, the twelve Czſars, the TH 
ple 


| 
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le of E > &c. that is, the Repre | avg 
| ae. all theſe. Now 'tis cr r r 
that no Viſions nor Images have ever | «© | 
bin moxe. intended: for this end of Re | yey 
Preſenting, then the true Sacraments have | gth 
bin: therefore it were moſt unreaſonable | Gite 


to think, 'thar theſe Sacred Imayes should | $a 
want that prividedge which all-other (ab | gf 
though caſual and profane) are allowed | 


to have, viz. to take the name of their | an 
Objects. Nay, lince the Paſchal Lamb, | pt 
the Circumciſion and the Baptiſm have it | 
(for one. is called the Pafſaver, the O- | 7, 
ther the Covenant, and the other the 
Berial of. Chriſt) why should the Holy | » 
Communion -be without it?-. Beſides t | 6 
is not-conceivable that Chriſt, who had | y 
yet in his hands that Paſchal Bread, a 
Y 
[f 
þ 
1 
| 


a 


which was called by the Jews, the Bread 
of Affiiction which their Fathers did eat in 
Ezypt , becaufe it was the memorial of | 
it > may not be underſtood after the 
ſame manner, when a moment after He 
calls it His Body. | 

3. Neverthelc, although the literal 
immediate ſenſe of theſe Words, Thi « 
my Body, comes to no. more; as Ter- 
tullian, and S. Augeftin, with many more, 
have in expreſs Terms declared it: and 
2s all ancient Liturgies muſt needs un- 
derſtand it, whenſoever they call the 
Euchariſt Type, Image, or Figure; for the 


proper 


| 
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PI | proper and immediate uſe of Images, is. 
al | tg repreſent Things. If they chance alſo 
VE | to have them in themfelves, or to con- 

| yep them over to others, it is upon an-« 
ave | other account, 2s being wefſels or uten-' 
ble | fites, &c. which office is -extrinſecal to 
uld | Sacraments: Nevertheleſs, I fay, the end 
(ab | of the bleſſed Communion, the exigen- 
ved | cy and pious defire of Communicants, 
elr | andthe ſtrength of other places of Scri- 
#, | pture, require a great deal more in the Fu- 
"i | chariſt then a meer Memorial or Repreſen- 
tation. _ 

4. I. The proper end of the Holy Com- 
”1u7i0n ;' Which is, to make us Partakers 
of Chriſt in another manner and degree, 
when with Faith and Repentance we take 
and taſt thoſe Holy Myſteries, then when 
with the like Diſpoſitions wee do hear 
the Holy Goſpel. 2. The Exigency, and 
honeſt deſire of Communicants ; who. ſeek 
no more for a bare Repreſentation or 
Remembrance of Chrift Crucifted , at 
this Holy Table, then Mary and other 
devout Women did for Winding-sheets 
or Napkins about his Grave. I want 
and ſeek my Savior himſelf: and I 
watch for 21! the opportunities of com- 
| ing to his Sacrament, for the ſame pur- 
| poſe, that once made S. Pezer and. S: Fohn 

run ſo faft to his Sepulcher; . becauſe I 
hope to find him there. 3. Laſtly, fu 
u 
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Full ſenſe and importance of other places in Scri.| 


fe 


pture, which allow the Holy Commu} bur 


nion, a much greater Virtue then is that| 


of repreſenting only. The Cup of bleſſing 
avhich we bleſs, us it not the Communion of the 
Blood of Chriſt? 1 Cor. 10. 16. For whe 


ther the Word , which we render Com- | 


2247410, be taken in an active ſenſe, as'tis 
Often for Communication; the Holy Ev 
Chariſt is a means of communicati 

rhe Blood of Chriſt: or tho -we take it 


but in a zeuter and #ztrarfitive ſenſe; yet 


the Holy Euchariſt will be ſtill a Myſtery, 
wherein one way or other true Chriſtians 
Shall find, not a Commemoration or Re- 


preſentation only, but a Communion alſo | 
with the Blood ſo repreſented and remem- 


bred. 


5. The real Efficacy which the Holy | 
Communion hath to convey Grace and { 


Bleſſing on the true Chriſtian Receiver, 
1s evidently demonſtrated by the oppoſite 


Efficacy it hath to convey. a Curſe and 


Deſtruction on the Profane. Whoſoever, 
ſays S. Paul, eats of this Bread unworthi- 
ly, eats damnation to kin:ſelf. Now certain- 
by, this would be as much to think #zwor- 
thily,as to cat unworthily of this holy Bread, 
to think it might be really pernicious 
when it is abuſed, but not really bli{cful 
and ſaving in its right uſe; and that this 
Bread , which we eat of, should be an 


effectual | 


f t 
VNC- 


Wil 
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efiFual Communion to jprocure death, 


my; but meerly Sacramental only to shew, 
that} and not to procure Salvation. St. Paw! 
ſling | ſets out the Charatter of the unworthy 
he} Communicant, by 20? diſcerning the Lords 


Body: and thereby declares him guilty of 


Com-|- the very Body and Blood of Chriſt. Thar 


5 "tis 
Eu- 
1 

e 1t 
yet 
}, 

2s 


is to fay, that whoſoever offers to abuſe 
this Sacrament, plunges himſelf into 
their Crime, who have abuſed Chriſt 
himſelf: and that that Villain goes hand 
in hand with Fudas, with Pilate, with 
both Jews and Romans who murthered 
Him. What therefore can be thought 
of thoſe good Souls, who approach to 
this Sacrament with Faith, Humility , 


and a trembling Reverence, but that 
| they will return homeas much Juſtified, 
' and full of Grace after their Devout, as 
' theothers$hall full loaded with Damna- 


tion, aftertheir impious uſage: and that 
God will be as merciful in reckonin 


; thoſeamong the Righteous Mary, Foſep 2 
heſe , 


Nicodemus , as He is Juſt againſt t 

when upon this account he shuts up 
their Souls with the Sinners, that in ve- 
ry deed Crucified Him. And God for- 
bid that the Body of Chriſt, who came 
to fave, not deſtroy , should not diffuſe 
35 much of its Savor of fe, for the life 
and Salvation of Devout Souls, as 1t 


doth of its Savor of Death, for the 
| Death 


| 
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Death of the Impions, 2 Cor. 2. 16. | quto! 
6. The manner of this: real Comm; {elves 
nication and' Conveyance, is the' greq| patar 
unfathomable Myſtery, which the Ho tiON-! 
Farhers have ever admired-: and whi 

therefore we neither need; nor do tak! and \ 
upon us to explain. The Shephears| up { 
think themſelves happy with the Me to ft 
ſage brought to them by an Angel| yenc 
is day 1s born to you a Savior, Luk Faſt 
2. It. tho they know nothing of tit mer 
way of his moſt miraculous Birth : ant! Div 
the honeſt Iſraelites ought not to recein| vine 
Manna leſs thankfully ( as they do na; and 
leſs effectually) tho they know neithe| mai 
of what matter, nor by what means the| Flo 
Heavens, the Air, orthe Clouds can thw | to 1 
every Morning shed about their Tent | tha 
this ſtrange Meat. I muft not wonder tio! 
if the' waies of the Lord be unknown or 
to mein his Miracles, fince they are {0 be! 
very often in his moſt ordinary Work.' m: 
And if David, tho a Prophet, cannot in; 
think upon that Natural Virtue, which 5s 
makes Bones and Veins every day out C] 
of that Seed, that is apparently nothing ha 
like to all theſe parts of Mans Body, but up 
he cries out, I have been frangely and B 
wonderfully made ! Pal. 139. 13. Whoam ni 
T to pretend to a clear —_— C 

of that hidden and incomprehenſible wit- 
dom, wherewith God ispleaſed to make ti 

Out 
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- | out of Water, or 1ine,or Bread (inthem- 
my; ſelves weak Elements) ſtrong and ſuper- 
ores) natural Organs for Mens Souls and Salva- 
oh! tion? 
hid! 7. Itistrue indeed, that Bread, Wine, 
tale and Water, can without much ado come 
2rs| up ſo high as to become a Sacrament 
Me| to figrifie: fince the Act of ſrifying dee 
gel] pends meerly on Inſtitution. Yet this 
Þukt [ativarion » ſuch-as may make a Sacra- 
the] ment, muſt needs proceed both from + 
and Divine and an Almighty Origine. D#- 
in| vine I ſay, to give a Sacred Character : 
na} and Almighty withalz to juſtifie and 
he | maintain it. For example, after the 
the | Flood no Man or Angel had authority 
by | to make of the Rain-bow a Myſtery , 
00 | thatshould fignifie the Worlds preſerva-, 
ld tion from Drowning : and if either Men 
mM or Angels had taken on them that Li- 
ſo, berty, none of them had the power to 
& make it true; thatis, to makeit a ſtand- 
ot ing infallible Evidence that the World 
ch hall never perish by Water. So inthe 
ut Church, neither Apoſtles nor Bishops 
g have any more Right to confer either 
t upon theater of Baptiſm, or upon the 
d Bread and Wine of the Holy Commu- 
1 nion, a Sacramental or repreſentative. 
5 Office, then they have power to make 
- good their Repreſentation by conferring 
» tke Bleſlings promiſed by it. And it 1s 
| ſpecially 


The Chriſtian Sacrament 


44 

epecially to this purpoſe, that moſt of th4Ce1VE 
reſions and Epiphonem's of the hoj Ci) ? 

ly Doctors are to be underſtood ; whey 
they ſtand ſometimes amazed at the in| 10d ! 
finit power of God, either in the Inſti) MY. 
tution, or the uſe of theſe Myſteries : God} ſc 
alone being able to raiſe Water, or Blood, Mar: 
or any thing elſe, to the Order of Sacrs And 
ments. But to raiſe them a ſtep higher | t 18 
that is, to the Dignity of ſtanding for| 1! ! 
true Means and Inſtruments , which may | 0 © 
convey on us thoſe Graces, which by thei | 97 
proper Inſtitution they repreſent ; there ſtar 
15 the Finger of God indeed, and thereis | P® 
a fitter matter for Mens admiration, then | V2 
Mens knowledg. Wi 
$. Here then I come to Gods Altar | Vit 
with a full perſwaſion, that theſe words, | At 
This is my Body, promiſe me more then | ed 
2 Figure: that this holy Banquet is not | bl 
2 Repreſentation made of outward shews | dc 
without ſubſtance : and that it is not  ' 
dangerous a Myſtery, bur that the Reli- 0 
gious uſe of ir may convey to me (at # 
the leaſt) as many, and as great Bleſ- P 
ſings, as the profane abuſe of it may , 
] 
{ 


throw on the Abuſer Plagues and Cur- | 

ſes. But how theſe Myſteries become 

in my behalf the ſupernatural Inſtru- 

ments of ſuch Bleſſings; ir is enough 

for me to admire. One thing I know 

( as ſaid the blind Man after he had re- 
ceived 


df the 


LC NC 
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ceived his ſight, S. Foh. 9. 25.) he laid 
Clay mine Eyes, and behold T fee. He 
hath bleſſed and given me this Bread, 
and my Soul received comfort. I ve- 


Indi! rily believe. that Clay hath nothing in 


it ſelf that could have wrought ſuch a 
Miracle, as Iſrael never ſaw the like: 
And I know as much of this Bread, that 
it is not ſuch a Jewel as may contain 
in its ſubſtance, or impart from it ſelf 
to others, Grace, Holineſs, and Salva- 
tion, which is the juice and the ſub- 
ſtance of Chriſts Body. Only I am 
perfetly ſatisfied, that "tis the conſtant 
way of God, to produce his greateſt 
Works, at the preſence (tho not by the 
virtue) of the moſt uſeleſs Inſtruments. 


| At the very ſtroke of a Rod, He part- 
' ed once in two the Red Sea. Art the 
' blowing ſome Trumpets, He tumbled 
; down maſly ſtrong Walls. At ſome few 


washings in Fordan, He cured Naaman 


| of a Plague, which naturally was incu- 


rable: and as ſoon as but a shadow did 
paſs by, or ſome Oil was dropped down, 
or ſome Clothes were toucht , preſently 


_ virtuewent out, not of Rods, or Trum- 


pets, or shade, or Clothes, but of Him- 
ſelf. Virtue, ſays he, is gon ont of me: 
and thus he cured the fick, &c. Since 
then he hath inſtituted and adopted un- 
to himſelf the Sacraments of the Goſpel, 

As 
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as the Repreſentative of his Sacred Boy 
and Blood: why may he not take 4h;|d0ſ© 
fame courſe for the diſpenſing of hy|Wekine 
Mercies, at the uſe ot his Ordigances}|v 
and why should not his very Body pow] 
out effulions of 'Life as well when we take 
in his Sacraments, as when : others did|' 
touch his Clothes, which ſurely had l&|# 
Priviledge? | 
9. Under the Law, the Right Hand 
of the Lord had the preeminence, the Blood : 
Right Hand of the Lord brought thel |pleaſed 
_—_— pr to paſs; either when the |this Br 
red Sea openeda way for lſracl, or whey which 
the Rock of Horeb powred Rivers to foubt-1 
refresh them. Now under the Goſpel, |Bread 
Ir is Chrift himſelf with his Body and | Very F 
Blood, once offered to God upon the | $0- 
Croſs, and ever fince ſtanding before | cant 
him in Heaven as the Lamb ſlain , Rev. jeſus ( 
5, 6. who fills his Church continually | ad v' 
with the Propitiations and Perfumes of | of Lt 
his Sacrifice, when after the receiving Fruit 
of the Holy Sacrament, faithful Com: | of th 
municants return homericher then tney did d 
came, with the firſt Fruits of Salvation, | fom 
For Baptiſmal Water, and Conſecrated that { 
Bread and Wine, can contribute no more | they 
to it, then the Rod of Moſes, or tic cauie 
Oyl of the Apoſtles did, which was no | Faith 
more then their Moria» and their Pre- healc 
ſence. But-yet fince theſe fimple Morti- | We © 
ONs 
| 


| 
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y(as and -inconfiderable Preſences are ſo 
\e/daſely artended by Chriſts inftitution.and 
{|wrking, that he is pleaſed to attribute 
4]p. them the py wrought out ;by 
: himſelf, 1 Per. 3.21. O my Gad, when- 
-[hever thou wilt bid me, go ard wash 
{| ix Fordar, or be baptized and: warh away 
; [oy fius> 1 will doubt no,more to be made 
dean either of my Leproſze , or of .my 
| [Sins, then if I had been bathed in thy 
|Rood: And whenſoever thou wilt be 

ed to {ay unto me, go, take and eat 
this Bread , which I have;bleſled , and 
[which now I have-given thee, I will 
foubt-no:moreof being 'ted with the:true 
Bread of Life, then if 1: were eating thy 
very Flesh. Tr 
to. In this manner faithful Commu- 
nicants eat as effectually of the Body of 
jeſus Chriſt by receiving its ſtrength 
and virtue, as the Saints eat of the Tree 
of Life, Rev. 22. 2. becauſe they eat the 
Fruit of that Tree: or Iſrael did drink 
of the Rock, 1 Cor. 10. 4. becauſe they 
dd drink of the Stream that flowed 
from ir. Once my Savior could fay, 
that ſome Body had touched him, tho 
they had touched but his Clothes, be- 
cauſe a Woman. had reached both her 
Faith and her Hand fo near as to be 
healed by the Divine Warmth and Vir- 
tue that proceeded then gut of him, as 
if 
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if she had touched his very Flesh. The 
truth is, we really touch, have or enjoy 
the Thing ir ſelf, when we are within 
that diſtance, where we may enjoy its 
virtue. So the Church was clorhed with 
the ſun, Rev. 12. 1. becauſe she had all 
about Her its brightneſs: and by the Ho. 
ly Baptiſm we are faid to put or Cir 
Galat. 3.27. becauſe wethen receive the 
Robes of his Righteouſneſs, and that 
which was typified by that Garment 
which God made of skins (which implies 
the death of Victims) to cover Adams na- 
kednelſs. 

I1. This _— having bin offered 
up both in the fulneſs of times, and in 
the midſt of the habitable World, which 
properly is Chriſts great Temple, and 
thence being carryed up to Heaven, 
which 1s his proper Sanctuary , thence 
he ſpreads all about us Salvation, as the 
Burnt offering did its ſmoke: as the 
Golden Altar did its Perfumes: and as 
he Burning Candleſtic its Lights. And 
thus Chriſts Body and Blood have every 
where, but eſpecially at the Holy Com- 
munion, a moſt true and real Preſence. 
When he offered himſelf- upon Earth, 
the Vapor of his Attonement went up, 
and darkned the very Sun: and by rent- 
ing the great Vail, it clearly shewed 


he had made a way into Heaven. Now | 


{1nce 
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fince He is gon up to Heaven, thence 
he ſends down on earth the Gracesthat 
ſpring continually both. from his 'eyer- 
laſting Sacrifice, and from the continual 
Interceſlions which attend it. So. that 
it is in vain to ſay, who will go xp into 
Heaven? ſince without either afcending 
or deſcending, this Sacred Body of Jeſus 
fills with Attonement and Blefling the 
remoteſt Parts of this Temple. 

12. Of theſe Bleſſings, Chriſt from 
2bove is pleaſed ro diſpenſe ſomrimes 
more, ſomrimes leſs, into thele Iferior 
Courts of the People , either according to 
the ſeveral degrees of their Faith , or ac- 
cording to the ſeveral waies and times , 
which He hath appointed to. them , foi 
preſenting themſelves nearer to Him 
All worshippers do not ceme to him 
with the fame Fairh: nor have all (ca- 
ſons and waies, (tho approved ani ap- 
_ by Him) the ſame or , equa! 

riviledg: And -his Ordinances in the 

Church, as well as his Stars in Heave::, 
differ in Glory one from another. Fa/*- 
mg, Prayer , Hearing of the Word'z; pus- 
lic and private Services, and all-like ho- 
ly Duties, are all very good Veſlels to 
raw water from this Well of Salvation : 

but yer they are not all equal. The 
bleſſledCommunion tauſt exceed as m'17)) 
n Bleftings, when well uſee, 1s it &e-- 
\$ CaS2a! 
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ceeds in danger of a Curſe, when it is 
not. - 1# all places, faies God, where 1 
record my Name, there will T come to thee, 
and bleſs thee. Exod. 20. 24. But in thoſe 
Places and' Ordinances , which He hath 
in an eſpecial manner ſet out to record 
his Paſſion, and to renew the Sacritice 
of his Body; he will certainly come 
with ſuch a fulneſs of Blefiings, as at- 
tend this Sacred Body , which is the pro- 
per Scat of Bleſſings: the Bread which 
we do break, being the Communion of 
his Body : juſt as the eating of the Uz- 
feavened Loaves were (our of Jeruſalem) 
the communion to the Paſsover , which 
was the-type of Chriſt Crucified. Chriſt 
our Paſ5over ,: faics the Apoltle , is Sacri- 
mced for us: therefore let us keep the Feaſt, 
&c. 1 Cor. 57.8. 

12. Our life in general is the timeot 
this Feſtival: and the Blefled Commu- 
nion, is the Bread and Wine of the Ban- 


quer. Therefore as they of Ifrael., who 


tor ſome lawful impediment could not 
eat the Lamb in Jeruſalem , nor. durſt, 
becauſe of the Law , ſacrifice and eat-1t 
at! home, had nevertheleſs the Benefit 
both. :of the Paſlover and other Holy 
Thines of the Temple , by virtue of pri- 
vat Feaſtings, which they were allowed 
ro keep with unleayened Eread and bitter 


Herbs in the Country. Our ECHO 
; Ca 


| 


| 


ple, 01 


Tepute 
their £ 
nion , 
it ſets 
of Aar 
Breaſt 
Eterna 
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cal eating ſupplies now this very Office : 
and derives on worthy Communicants , 
as far -as their Salvation is concerned , 
the virtue of Chriſts Sacrifice, in as 
large and favinga manner , as if they were 
reſent at His Altar , and at the-hour of 
His\Paion: The Lord bleſs thee out of 
bis holy Seat. For then it was the kind- 
nels of the Lord | towards his firit Peo- 
ple. ( as certainly he hath no leſs mercy 
for the ſecond ) virtzally to diffuſe the 
Propitiation and ſtrength of Holy Things 
from his Palace, into their Tents; and 
to bleſs them both zzherexvr!y with all 
the Graces, and imputetively with all the 
Right, which could- be conferred. on 
them whoſe taulr "ris not » 1f they cannot 
either eat the Paſsover nearer the Tem- 
ple, or wait upon Chriit at his Crots. 
12. Thus this great and Holy Myſte- 
extends and communicates the Deati 
of the Lord, both as offering himſelf ts 
God, and as giving himſelf to Mer. As ht 
offered himielf ro God; it enters me 
both into that myſtical Body, Which is 
reputed as dead with Chrift ,. and into 
their Society , Ppriviiedg and ' Commu- 
nion, for whom he was plez{2d to dye: 
it ſets me among the precious {tones 
of Azrons Ephod, Exed. 28. coſe to the 


y 


Breaſt, and on the very shoul ler: of that 


Eternal Prieſt , whilſt he offers up him * 
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ſelf and intercedes for his ſpiritual Iſra- 
el: and by this means it corfveyes to 
me the Communion of his ſufferings. Phi- 
lip. 3. 10. whence will infallibly =- 
cal another Communion in all his Gra- 
ces and Glories. Under the ſecond no- 
tion , as He offers himſelf to Men; the ho- 
ly Euchariſt is, after the Sacrifice for 
Mm, the true Feſtival and Sacrifice of 
Peace-offerings , and the Table purpoſely 
ſet up to receive thoſe Mercies , that are 
ſent down from the Altar. Take, and 
eat , this is my Body which «vas broken for 
you. And this is the Blood that was Shed 
for you. 

14. Here then I wait at the Lords 
Table, that both shews me what an 
Apoſtle, who had Heaven for his School, 
had the greateſt mind to ſee and learn, 
and offers me the richeſt Gifr, that 4 
Saint can receive on Earth, the Lord 


Feſus crucified. 


« Amen, Jeſu, my Lord and m) 
God, give me all this which 
Thou shewesf! , and grant with- 
of that I may both devouth 
rake, end faithfully keep, what 


T hou art pl-:ſ*d to give. Bleſi| 
2 Pts 
, , 


recei1 
el: 6 


Lepr, 


Saint 


never 
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this thine own Ordinance , and 
make it of a true Sign , an efte- 
tual Means of thy Grace: 
then bleſs and ſantftify my Heart 
alſo, and make it a fit Temple 
jor thy Mercies. Certainly thou 
wilt deal with me in theſe thy 
Myſteries, O God of Truth , ac- 
cording to thy faithfulneſs ; buf 
uſpoſe alſo my heart ſo towaras 
the right uſing of them, that 
I may ſafely wish it may be 
con according to my Faith. O 
Father which art in Heaven, 
bere 7 offer up to thee my Soul, 
md thou offereft to me thy Son. 
The Oblation which I make 1s 
das an unclean habitation to 
receive the Holy One gf 1jra- 
ed: and a Tent infeffed with 
Leproſy , therein to Lodg the 
Saint of the Lord. Come n 
nevertheleſs,come in high and E- 

; A 3 ternal 
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ternal Prieſt, but” wash thy 


houſe at thy comimg. Let nm 


#ll ſavor of the grave, no more 
then that of Lazarus, keep 
thee fo far from the Sepulcher 
and from the 


wherein T1 ly , but that thy pow- 


erwith thy voice, and thy Blood 


with thy Sacrament , may reach 
to meto raiſe meup: And tet 
none of thoſe uncleanneſſes , that 


after the Law of Moſes, did 


aefile them who came too near, | 


keep of the great Saint of the 
Lord from touching and  heal- 
ing me. Fil Spirits enter 
; foratimes into ſwept houſes, to 

zake them foil. * But Q Ho- 
ty and hallowing Spirit of Goa, 
draw n nigh unto; my Soul, which 
of it ſelf is foul already, to 
make it clean. I am a  Soot 


* Mats. I 2o 


vile condition, | 


fnful 
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fenful, and unleſs thou help , a 
hoſt perſon: but yet on as 1 
am ſinful and loſt, T wait for 
thy SaFuatiou. Come in, O Lora, 
with thy Salvation to a aying 
Man, to make him whole 3 10 
a ſinner tyed hand and Far 
| with the bonds of iniquity , to 
releaſe him: to one who,. colt- 
fefſes his ſins, to abſobve him 
Finally come in my Savior, as 
thou didFt to the Publican, both 
to make me better and to ſave 
me. O let this day Satuation 
come to this Houſe. Amen... 
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SECTION V. 


Of ihe Bleſſed Communion as being a Pledg 
of the Happineſs and Glory 
Fo come 


1\JYHe blefſed Communion opens 
—.$ ſach a treaſure of Bleſlings on 
the \rwo ides which look towards the 
pz!t or preſent Time, (as I have con- 
idered it) as it may very well take up 
borh all the eyes of Cherubins in be- 
Holding the Myſteries, and all che hands 
of the numerous liraelites in gathering 
up all the Manna, that it contains: yet 
it hath one other {ide or proſpect more, 
which gocs beyond rhe rwo former, as 
much 2s the future Bleſſings exceed the 
preſent, and as tine Glory, which we 
hope-for, exceeds rhe ſmall degree of 
grace, which we poſſels. The bleſſed 
Communion which 1s a ſpecial Inſtru- 
ment ordained 07 Chriſt both to preſent 
anew (as to our uſe) his Paſſion, andto 
convey on us tne preſent Graces, which 
flow out of this Paſſion , doth there with- 
a!] affure us likewiſe of all the Happineſs 
fo come; whereof the received Graces 
are a hopeful Earzeſt, and this Sacra- 
ment under this third notion, 1s 2 Cer- 
tain Pleds. 

2. Now, tho what was given ben 
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hand - for Harneſs and what:1s engaged 
by way of Pleag, come: all to one, in 
point of Validity and - obligingnelſs: yet 
they quite :differ many times both in 
their uſe and in their intrinſecal value. 
Whence it comes to paſs,thatEarzeſtsmay 
be allowed upon arcourt for part of the 
Payment - which is promiſed ; whereas 
Phages are recalled, and taken back; as 


the Seal and Staff of Juda once were. 


Ger. 28. Thus for example , Zeal , 
Charity , and theſe degrees of Holineſs , 
which God beſtowes at the uſe of holy 
Sacraments , will remain fill ours in 
Heaven, and there make part of our 
Happineſs;whereas the Sacraments them- 
ſelves shall be kept back, and shall not 
appear more in Heaven then: did the 
Cloudy Pillar in Canaan, or donow the 
chadows of the Law under thetime of the 
Goſpel. Certainly we shall have no need, 
either of theſe ſacred Images of Chriſt , 
when :we shall ſee him face to face, or 
of ;theſe Pledges: to aflure us of that 
Glory , which is to be revealed, when 
we $hall actually poſſeſs ir. Burt till chat 
day , the holy Communion hath this 
third uſe, namely of being a Pledg and 
an aſſurance from the Lord, that in his 
rood time he will crown us with Ever- 


' taiting Happineſs. 


3. Our bleſſed Savior pointed at it, 
| C4 when 


- 
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when He faid to his Diſciples, the Holy 
Cup' being in his hand, that he would 
drink no more of that Fruit, till he 
Should drink it new in the Kingdom of 
his Father. Luk. 22. 18. In the real 
purpoſe of God , his Church and Heaven 


% oth together: That being the way 
rhat 


leads to this, as the Holy Place, 
to the Holyeſt :'and both Holy Plare, 
and Holyeſt come to this one Thing, 
which Chriſt calls the Kingdom of God, 
Ler them not, whom He hath invited to 
eat and drink at Abrahams Table, trouble 


themſelves about the Room where our | 


blefſ2d Savior will feed them ; for tho- 
it were but in this inferior part of, the 
kingdom, where this Patriarck was faith- 
full, it is a ſufhicient aſſurance, that in 
time He will alſo make them fit in that 
other PaJace, where this holy Man is 
now happy: and whoſoever are admitted 
to the Dirzer of the Lamb ſlain, Mart. 
22. 4. unleſs they be wanting to rthem- 
ſelves, muſt not doubt of being admit- 
ed to that wedding Szpper of the ſame 

Lamb, who once was dead, but now is 
Living for ever. Luk. 14. 16. Revel. 
19-3 
4. The conſequence and connexion 
that theſe two Feſtivals have one with 
tne other, was moſt ſweetly alluded to 
by ourdavior,when he asked theDiſciples, 
| who 
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who talked of fitting at his Right hand 
in his Glory , whether they could: paſs 
to it through the ſame Baptiſm and the 
ſame Cp. Mark. 10. 37. 38. And S. 
Paul meant as much, when: he ſaid 
that by the holy Euchariſt we ſet forth 
the Lords death zi/ he come. 1 Cor. 1t. 
26, Both referring and continuing this 
holy Myſtery to the ſecond Coming of 
Chriſt, not only as to. the End, where 
it muſt ceaſe : but chiefly as to the Scope, 
that ir looks to; and to. that happineſs 
at his coming , where it muſt be full- 
filled. And truly , fince our Saviorſcarce 
ever ſpeaks of, his own death ,, but as. a 
forerunner and Preparative to his Reſur- 
rection : and often joines in one. Clauſe, 
and delivers: as it, were with one breath, 
both his Cruucifixion and his Glory , 
Mark. 10. 34. it is very. fit , unleſs 
we put aſunder theſe two "Things, which 
Chriſt commonly did put together , that 
the Sacrament which ne inftiruted pur - 
poſely to repreſent the one, which is al- 
ready. accomplihed , shouid at the leaſt 
caſt an Eye towards the other , which 
we look for..; '.  _ He 

5. Nay, ir muſt look and. lead that 
way upon another -and much ftronger 
necellity. Our Savior hath given us three: 
kinds of life by his Paſſion, and He prg- 
miſes to nourtsa and maintain us in every 

| one 
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6ne of thetn,, by thele'tokeris of Bread 
and 178; which he hath made-_his Sa- 
crament.-* This Sacrament affords help 
and improvemeu: for two as 'tis {ajd be- 
fore, butthere 15a third more, that we 
arenot yet come toi This is that eternal 
Life, for which this preſent world is 
t00 vile an Element , and we our ſelves 
as yet too vile Yeſlels. Till we acquire 
by Grace and pious Endeavors a greater 
Perfection ;- and trill we grow to that 
ſkxture as may fit us to bear up that 
weight of Eternal Glory : we are nei- 
ther- of age to enjoy our Inheritance, 
norof ability to manage well that great 
Eftare , and wear thoſe noble Ornaments 
that attend 'it; and therefore it lyes hid- 
den from us with Chriſtin God, andas 
itwere under his Cuſtody. I know. whons 
T have beli-ved,” and I am perſwaded he is 
able to keep that which I have committed 
wnto him- againſt that Day."'2. Tim. 1. 
12. that is, by Faith we depoſit this 
| ng Treaſure 'in the hands of God to 
keep : and God by this Sacrament aſſures 
usand engages himſelf, thathe will both 
keep it ſafe for us, and reſtore it to us 
"wh-nſoever we are fit forit. 
6, This third uſe is the: Crown and 
the Accomplishment of the two other: 
And tho the Sacrament hath three Faces, 
and lcoks three ſeveral waies , the 
ei&f 


Fl 


— 
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Paſt, the preſent, andthe future ;' yer 
3 to the main-end., theſe three aim. at 
one and the [ame Glory, The firſt ule 
of this Sacrament is to ſet outiasnew and 
fresh the great and holy Suffetings, which 
have purchaſed our Title to Everlaſting 
Happineſs: the ſecond-is both to repre- 
kent the quality , and to afford us the help 
of all neceſlary Graces (true Efluxes of 
theſe Sufferings) to. CapaCitate us towards 
it: andthe third is to aflure-us that when 
weare Capacitated by theſe Graces , God, 
and his; Chriſt will faithfully ſurrender 
tous the Purchace itſelf, that is, :eternat 
__—_ And theſe three Partsput to 
gether make up the-proper and true ſenſe 
of thefe words, Take and eat this is my 
Body ; for the confecrated Bread is not 
ſid to be the Lords Body only , becauſe 
it repreſents the Lords Body , but be- 
cauſe alſo as to our preſent ute on Earth, 
it-doth as good as exhibir it: and as to 
our Happineſs in Heaven bought with 
the price of this Body, it is the moſt 
folemn Inſtrument to aſlure our Title 
to It. | 
7. Thus the conſecrated Elements are 
no more the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
in that ſenie that Pictures and Maps 
ſet about Rooms, are commonly called 
Kings and Countries only becaule they re- 
preſent them : bur as Fatents allo y-" 
E 
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ed; by Kings, -or other Deeds and Evi- 
dences left in our houſes by. our An- 
ceſtors; are called Lands, Eſtates , and 


Manors, becauſe they convey over to | 
us molt really both the Ticle. and Poſ- | 
ſeſſion of all the goods which they men- |: 
Repreſent ro your mind Jacob di- | 
viding among his Children eyery Par- }. 


tion. 


cel of his Eſtate , and wirhall ſurrendring 
the Titles that belong to each Divition ; 


take thou this, Joſeph, this is rhe Field, | 
which my Grand FatherAbraham bought | 


of Hephron, and you-Manaſleh, come 


you hither , this.isthe Land, which Igot | ; 
fromthe Amorite.' It is moſt certain 


thar the ſurrendring ſuch Inftruments, 


(alcho in themſelves but Papers, or Parch- |; 
ments) 1s in very deed nothing -leſs-then | 
giving away the very Lands. And Deeds |! 
and Lands may very well go together | 
under one Name; ſince by giving whe- ; 
ther Deeds or Lands, whether Patents, | 


or Priviledges, Fathers and other Bene- 


factors do both intend and effect the | 
ſame Thing. If it happen ſomtimes | 


among men that Right and Poſleſſion 
take not one way : that our beſt Titles 
are laid altde: and that we cannot en- 
oy thoſe Eftates, whereof either our 
v1ngs > or Fathers have left us moſt 
ear Evidences: this falls out fo by un- 
happy Rencounters of either weakneſs, 
or 
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of injuſtice, or ignorance ,. which are 
' not to be found in Chriſt. Here then 
Chriſt our bleſſed Savior being deſirous 
' before his death, as by a Deed of his 
' aft will, to ſettleupon his true Diſciples 
| both ſuch a meaſure of his Grace in this 
life, as might in part make them Holy, 
: and- after this life ſuch a fullneſs of all 
Bleſhings, as might makethem eternally 
| happy; Hedeliversinto their hands, by 
| way of Inſtrument and Conveyance, the 
| bleſffed Sacrament of his Body and Blood, 
(the true Roor and ſtem of all Bleſſings) 
{1n the ſame manner , as to his Intention, 
but in a ſurer way , asto'the Event and 
effect, as Kings uſe to beſtow:Dignities 
| by the beſtowing.of a ſtaff, or ſword, 
| and Fathers paſs as much as they pleaſe 
| of tacir Eſtares on their Children , by 
| giving them ſome few wrizings. 
| 8. The true reaſon of all this, is be- 
| cauſe the Giver is not able to tranſfer 
' into his friends hands Houſes and Lands, 
| becauſe they are of an immoveable Na- 
| ture: and therefore this muſt be ſupply- 
ed by ſubſtiruting in ftead of Lands, 
ſome (Zeremonies, forms, or tokens, 
| which may vilibly paſs from hand to 
{ hand: and $hew to all ends and purfe- 
ſes both the Intention, that the one 
| hath to paſs away , and the power, 
which the other hath to take = enjoy 
TAS what 
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what is given him. Now -Chriſt and 'pothi 
his Eſtate , his Happineſs and his Glory, re, 
his" Eternity and his Heave1, are not qy, 1 
Things that may be moved more ealily, yrefe 
then the Mountains or the Earth: and yhic! 
therefore not to be diſpoſed of in any | per « 
other real manner, then great immo= ment 
veable Eſtates are. Therefore the King- their 
dom of Iirael was once conferred upon ' by di 
David, with ſome drops of that Sacred infall 
Oil, which Samuel poured on his head. | abuſe 
I Sar. I6. 13. The Body and Blood of | upon 
Jeſus Chriſt is in full value, and Heaven | Breaa 
with: all its fulneſs is in ſwre Tile inſta- | this a 
tedontrue Chriſtians by thoſe ſmall por- | but u 
tions which they receive at- the Bleſſed and B 
Communion : the Miniſter of Chriſt main 
having , asto this effect, as much power is, th 
from his Maſter, for what he acts as | the / 
any Prophet qr any Angel ever had, for he fa 
waat they did. - ' Breag 
9. Hence it appears, what crime 1t | not (© 
is 70t ro diſcern the Lords Body. It is profa 
to do worſe then Eſau did, who ſold ' Chrif 
his Birchrighr for a trifle: it is to value IT. 
at the ſame rate the Anointing of a Pro- | ing, 
phet, and the compolition of a Perfa- | the P 
z27er: 1t 1s tO take rhe Lords Body for a | fin is 
Gcſpicable Mortel of Bread. In a word, | but C 
tis to perform the action of a Beait, | Breag 
that deyours bur the groſs and earthy | nor x 
P-iarter of this Sacrament :. and have | festhi 


nothing 
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| ' nothing of a Chriſtian or rational crea- 


ture, who elevates his Soul to that Bo- 
dy, which by Chriſts inſtitution it re- 
preſents, and to the Price of that Body, 
which it promiſes. For ſince the pro- 
r eſſence of Sacred {igns or Sacra- 
ments conſiſts not in what they are 1n 
their nature, but in what they fgrify 
'by divine inſtitution: hence 1t happens 
infallibly , that when the Sacraments are 
abuſed, the injury muſt needs light, not 
; upon them in their own natural Being, 
| Bread, Wine, and Water, which upon 
this account are not at all coniiderables 
but upon the Holy myſteries, the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt himſelf, who 15 rhe 
main object of their formz! Being , that 
is, their Signification. And therefore 
;the Apoſtle ſpeaks moſt exactly , when 
he faies , that whoſoever eats of this 
Bread unworthily, doth not diſcern , or doth 
| not ſanCtify , but uſes as a common and 
profane thing, the very Body of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

11. In this profane want of Diſcern- 
| Ing, *tis hard to ſay whether the Sin, or 
' the Punishment be the greater. For the 
| fin is abominable, ſince not. the Bread, 
| bur Chriſt himſelf ſuffers the wrong: the 
| Bread _ not here concerned art all, 
| nor more abuſed by the Villain char abu- 
| ſes the Sacrament , thenis the Earth, the 
water 
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water or any other common matter of which 
human Bodies , by the Murtherer , that My 
kills a Maz: or then are Braſs and Mar. Foul 
ble by the Rebels, who pull down ther Villar 
Princes Statues, or tnen Parchment, Pa- theſe 
per, and Ink, by that -unnarural Son, Eitarc 
who tears and tramples upon the Deeds, the 4 
and the Jaſt will of his Father. Only he 
thereis this difference, that in theſe lat WÞ* 
Initances , the Outrage proceeds bur from erink 
the Earth, the Braſs, the Marble, the happy 
Paper, and other ſuch common Mater, | Plecy 
to the Man, King , or Fathers perſons, | M9 
who $should have bin conlidered, and will 
who alone ſuffer the wrong: whereas in 92% 
abuſing the blefled Sacraments the fin JO 
flys a great deal higher , namely to the | MN 
very Face of Jeſus Chriſt, for whoſe JO» 
Body and Blood they ſtand. So that | 
as the Holy Communion is not expoſed |. x 
in the Church under the notion of Bread 1 
and Wine: the faithful Communicants | 074 
do appear there to receive Chriſt, and Co 
the faithleſs to abuſe Him. a 
It. But if this Attent is impious, the | 
Punishment that attends it, is moſt dread- | pro; 
tul, It 1s a very fad miſchance when | a7 
Dogs or Apes tear like loſe paper all to | 6 
fitters the 'T'itles and aſſurances of a good | a 
Eſtate: and who would not pitty that | chi 
wretch, who in his mad Paſtion had th; 
thrown 1nto the ſea, the yery =—_— | 
whic 
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which- were given him, to Juſtify the 
Propriety of vaſt Treafures, in ſuch 
Holes, as theſe keyes might open. Blind 
Villains, you cannot diſcern, either among 
theſe Papers , the Original Deeds of your 
Eitate: or among all theſe Iuſtruments 
the keyes, that might both aflure and 
eve you admittanceto immenſe Riches. 
Whenfoever you eat of this Bread , and 
drink of this Cup thus unworthily , 72- 
happy men , you do not diſcern the 
Pledges of your Satvarior : ny moſt Inz- 
| pow as you are, you neither diſcern nor 
will honor the Body and Blood of your 
Savior, which would bring falivatton to 
you. Ar once both impious 2nd unhappy 
men, you deſpiſe and caſt away from 
you , both the Salvation and the Savior. 


12. Lord Jeſu! who haſt 


ordained this M yer for a 
| Communion of thy 


ody; for 
a Means of advancement and 


 profictency in Holineſs: and for 
| an infallible Pledg, of Eternal 


Satoation, which thou haſt pur- 
chaſed by thy Body, and which 


' #hau prepareſt thy People ta 


YecCelVe 
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recezve by this Proficiency in. 


Holineſs, now Lord in mercy 


look on me, help my unbelief, 


mmcreaſe my Faith, and order 
the Soul of thy Servant, wha 
is to take theſe Holy Things. 
Then fince thou thy felf ori- 

ginally gueſt them, (tho not im- 
mediately , but on the miniStry of | 
thy Diſciples, * ) In giving 
ala bleſs them alſo: and bleſs 
them whilſt I receive them: 

that they may be efficacious to 


ſettle me in the Communion of 


thy Sufferings which they exhi- 
bit and ſhew forth : to feed | 
me with that living Bread, 
which they prelent : and to 
ſanftify me for that eternal 
Happineſs, which they promule. 


O Lord thou knowesf my ſim- be 


pleneſs, my Groaning isnot bit 


* 70h. 4. 1. 
| from 


7, 


Thins 
dif} poj 


both [ 


of thi 


And Sacrifice. by 
from thee look on a poor Sinner 
at thy Table. as thou didſt on 
him who hung by thy Croſs. Q 
' Lord my God, remember me nowz 


when thou art come into thy 
Kingdom. * C Amen. 


13 Eternal Priefk, who art 
ron up on high, there to receive 
Gifts for men 5; fill my Heart 
I-beſeech thee with bleſſings out 
of thy holy Seat as now thou fil- 
left my Mouth with the Holy” 


Things of 


thy Church , and ſo 


diſpoſe me by thy Grace to cat 
| both ſpiritually and really the Fleſh. 
of that Sacrifice, which thou didſt 
offer without the Gate, and which 
this Sacrament ſets before me 
| bere in thy Courts , that thence 1 
| may be admitted into 1948 Holy- 


* Luke 23. 42. 


eſt 
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eſt Sanduary , which thy Sacri- | 


fice hath opened , and which this 


Sacrament invites me to. 


Thu © 


Of 2h 
c 


# the Bread which the Lord hath 


prepared for his Children, and 
which he ſends me now by the hand 
of one of his Angels, .0 that in 
the ſtrength of this Meat , I may 
walk #5Elijah aid, my farty anies, 
or as Iſrael, my forty years y and 


come at laſt to that H oly.Mountain, . 


where without the help of any Fro 
or the Miniſtry of any Angels , 1 
ſhall ſee my God face to face, Eter- 
nal, and bleſſed, and bleſſing Spirit 
of God, bleſs me now» and help me 
zo drink ſo worthily of this fruit of 
the Vine , that I may drink it new 
in the Kingdom of my Father, 
Amen. 
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| SECTioN VL 


Of the Holy Euchariſt, as it implies a Sa 
, crifice. And firſt of the Comme- |. 
| morative Sacrifice. . 
| a *') 
iT T is acertain truth that there-never 
was on Earth a true Religion with= 
cur forme kind of Sacrifices: an 'tis/a 
ery great lye to ſay that now the Chri- 
\tian should want them. The Jews and 
'the Pagans, who firſt aſperſed the Church 
of Chrift with this {lander, did it upon 
luch- a reaſon , as -became them , - be- 
cauſe they ſaw neither Altars ſet up, nor 


| \Beaſts flain' and burnt among them. 


Thus the Pagans accuſed the Jews of 
adoring nothing but Clouds, becauſe 
they had no Gods of Stone, or Suver 


{in their Syoagogues : and thus filly men 


'may think now , that the world is deſti- 
[ute of Angels, becauſe they do not ap- 
[year ſo;, often as they did in ancient 
'imes, inthe shape and forms of Men. 
The truth is, as what appeared like a Bo- 
'dy,.was not an Angel : nor what was 
tone, or Silver could be a God: Nei- 
ther the-laughter of - poor beatits could 
ever be true ,Sacrifices. Tho: delizihteſt not 
in Oblations , the Sacrifice of God is a broxen 
Jpirifg, Many among the Jews: much 
leſs quick {ighted then the Prophets were, 

confetled 
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confeſſed as much: nor certainly could | an jt 
any reaſon permir them to imagine, that | the ] 
Flesh and Blood , which in all their | it wi 
Scriptures paſſes both for the weakeſt | po b 
and the vileft of Things, could be the | Caui 
beſt and the ſoundett part of Sacrifices. | gepr 

2. Of all the Carnal Sacrifices, which | Ee 
the Jews do reduce to fix kinds ( belides Fait! 
many more Oblations) none ever had Mo 
any ſaving reality, as to the washing a to fi 
way of {ins but in dependance on Jeſus | conc 
Chriſt our Lord: and as to our ſervice | rjow 
and duty towards God , which they were 
allo to repreſent, none had this ſecond 
end ſo fully performed under the Law | firſt 
as it muſt be under the Goſpe!. The | cou! 
bleſſed Communion alone, when whole, | prea 
and not mutilated,concenters and brings | of ( 
together theſe two great Ends (full Ex- | and 
piation of fins , and acceptable Duty to | firy | 
God) rowards which all the old Sz | Emi 
crifices never loot, bur as either {1mple | 1] | 
Engagements, or weak $hadows. As | crifi 
for the firſt, which is Expiation of fins; | Cro 
"tis moſt certain that the Sacrifice of | wha 
Jeſus Chriſt alone hath bin ſufficient for | Sac: 
it: and thar if all both men and Arge!s | toge 
were joined to it, it were not to Ad | feve 
too, but to receive from its fulneſs. It | Age 
is moſt certain alſo, that this grear S | one 
cr:fic2 being both of an infinit virtue | wer, 
to {2ris:y the moſt ſeyere Juſtice, and! | real 


| 


a" | 


: 


= 
© 
— 
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| | an infinite virtue to produce at once all 
t | the Effects, that can be expected of it; 
r | it were impiety to think , it should need 
t | to be don again , as weak and infirm 
e | Cauſes muſt , in order to make up b 

| degrees and at ſeveral times their full 
1 | Effect. This was perhaps the want of 
$ Faith, which the holy Scriptures taxes in 
Moſes. Nwm. 20. 12. ( which it is hard 
| to find in any thing els) to ſtrike a ſe- 
' cond time,and withour order, that myſte- 
' rious Rock, which to ſtrike once had bin 
enough : for this ſecond blow could pro- 
| ceed bur of a faithle(s miſtruſt that the 
' firſt , which alone was commanded , 
| could not ſuffice. But it were a much 
» | preater offence both againſt the Blood 
$ | of Chriſt, to queſtion its infinit worth, 
- | and againſt the infinitneſs and Immen- 
) | fity of this worth , to charge it with ſom 
k 


- | Emtineſs, which any reiteration should 

| fill up. Therefore as the Expiatory Sa- 

' crifice » which Chriſt offered upon the 
; | Croſs , was infinitly able to do at once 
! | wharever an infinit number of other 
7 | Sacrifices had bin able to co, either all 
$ | together at one time, or each of them 
0 | ſeverally during the ſucceſſion of al- 
t | Ages , the Offering of it muſt needs be 
- | one only : and the Reiteration of it 
c| were not. only ſuperfluous as to its 
| real effect , but allo moſt injurious to 
D Chriſt 


- 
 b 
" 
ks 
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Chriſt in the very thought and Attemt. 
3. 'Neverthelels this Sacrifice, which 
by: a mal Oblation 'was'tiot to be offered: 
more-then ohce, is'by ati Euchariſtical 
and devout Commemoration to be-of- 
fered up every day. This is what the 
Apoſtle calls , zo ſet forth the death of the 
Lord ; to ſet it forth 'I ſay as well before 
the Eyes of God his Father, as before 
the Eyes of all Men : and what S. Au- 
ouſtin did explain , when he faid that 
rhe holy Flesh of Jeſus Chriſt was offer- 
ed up in three manner , by 'Pref:guring 
Sacrifites under the Law , before His com- 
ing-ifito the World*:'in real deed upon 
thei Croſs !''and by a Commemorative $4- 
crament ', aiter he is aſcended into Hea- 
ven. All comes to' this firſt , that the Sa- 
crifice, as tis it {elf and in it ſelf, it can 
never be reiterated ; yet by way of de- 
vout Celebration and remembrance it 
may . nevertheleſs be reiterated every 
day. Secondly , that whereas the Holy 
Euchariſt is by it ſelf a Socrament , 
wherein God offers unto all men the 
Blefling3- merited by the Oblation of 
his Son ; it likewite becomes Þy our 
Remembrance, a kind of Sacrifice alſo; 
whereby , to obtain ar his hands the fame 
Blefſinos , we pretenr and expole Þcjore 


his Eyes that ſame Holy and precious | 


Oblation once oficred. Thus the ancient 
Hrae- 


| Hrac 
| the; 


: 
: 
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Ifaelites. did continually: irepreſent in 


' their Solemn Prayers to God, thati Co 


| venant which he had: tnade once. with 
Abraham I{aic and Jacobitheir Fore- 


: 
! 
; 
| 
1 


' 
; 
| 


fathers. Thus did:'the Jews in their 
Captivity turn -their Faces 'towards ei- 
ther the: Country: or: the 'Pemple where 
the: Mercy Seat. and 'the' Ark: were 
which were the Memorial-of his Pro- 
miſes , and the Sacrainental Engagement 
of - his. Bleſſings. And thus the Chriſti- 
ansin. their Prayers do every' day -infift 


| upon; and-repreſent to God the: Father 
' the: meritorious Paſſion of: their Savior, 


xithe:only fure: ground ,-whereon both 
Gol may .give , and-they-/.obtain the 
Bleſſings , which they do pray for. .Nowr, 
nerther the- Iſraelites had ever Temple 
or Ark or Mercy ſeat, nor the Chriſtt- 
ans have any Ordinance:,. Devotion or 


| Myſtery ,. that may prove to be ſuch a 
bleſſed and effectual Inſtrument.to reach 


[1 


' 
; 
, 


to:this:Everlaſting Sacrifice , and to ſer 
it out ſo folemnly before the Eyes of 
God Almighty , as the Holy Eucharitt 
is.'' To men tis 4 Sacred. Table , iwhere 
Gods Miniſter -1s ordered ' to repreſent 
from: God his Maſter the Pathon of 
his dear Son , as 1t:1] fresh and ſtill pov- 
erful for their Eternal S3lvarion : ad 


; 140 God it 1s an Altar whereon Men my. 


C 


ftically reprcſent to him the. fame Sa. 
2 Crifice 
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crifice as ſtill bleeding and till ſuein 

for Expiation and Mercy. And becaufe 
it is the High: Prieſt' himſelf , the true 
Anointed of the Lord, who hath ſet vu 

moſt expreſsly both this Table and this 
Altar for theſe two ends, namely tor the 
Communication of his Body and Blood 
to Men, and for the Reprefentation & 
Memorial -of both to God ; it cannot 
be doubted , but that the one mult be 
moſt advantageous to the penitent Sin- 
ner , and the other moſt acceptable to 
that good and gracious Father , who is 
alwaies pleaſed :in his Son ,. and who 


loves of himſelf the repenting and :the 


ſincere return' of his- Children. Luke 
15. 22. | | ::th 

4. Hence one may ſee both the great 
uſe and advantage of more frequent 


Communion : and how much 1t con- + 
cerns us , whenſoever we go to receive | 
it , to lay out all our wants , and pour | 
out all our Grief, our Prayers, and 'our | 


Praiſes before the Lord in: ſo happy a 
conjuncture. The primitive Chriſti- 


ans did it ſo , who did as ſeldom meet y 


to preach or pray»; without a Com- 
munion - as did the old Iſraelites ;; to 
worship without a Sacriltice. On {ſc- 
lemr: aateseſpecially , or upon great Ext- 
gencies they ever uſed this help of Sa- 
cramental Oblation as the moſt pom 

| 1 


ful 1 
thei! 
(of 


(uffere 
the t 
tbere 
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ful means the Church had to ſtrengthen 

their Supplications, to open the Gates 

| of Heaven, and to force in a manner 
God and his Chriſt ro have compaſſi- 
on on them. The People of Iſrael for 

the better performance of Prayer and 
Devotion went up to the Tabernacle 

ind the Temple, becaule ( beſides other 

Motives ) both theſe were Figures of that 

Body which was to be ſacrificed. Where- 

fore Chriſt calls- his Body zh Temple. 
Fob. >. 19. and the firſt Chriſtians went 

[up to their Churches , there to meet 
with theſe Myſteries , which do repre- 
'fent him both as already ſacrificed , and 
yet as in ſome ſort offering and giving 

up himſelf. Thoſe in worshipping ever 

turned their Eyes , their Hearts, their 

Hopes towards .that Altar and Sacrifice, 

whence the- High Prieſt was to carry 
jthe Blood into the Sazn&rary : and theſe 
[/boking towards the Croſs and their cru- 
(ied 'Savior there , through his Suffer- 
ings hope for a way towards Heaven ; 

deing encouraged to this hope by the 

very Memorial , which they both take to 

themſelves and shew to God of theſe 

dufferings. Laſtly. , Jeſus our Eternal 

- |Prieſt, being from the Crofs, where he 
- (hffered wirhout the Gate, gon up into 
the true -SanCEtuary which 1s Heaven , 
- [there aboye doth continually preſent 
| W 3 both 
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both bis Body in 7rve reality, and usas As 
2ron did' the twelve Tribes,of I{racima 
Memoris! ;. Exod: 28.29. 'ian;on the-other 
ſide. we..-beneath in the Church -preſent 
to God his Body-and Blood in a Memo: 
rial, that under this Shadow of his Crols, 
and image of his Sacrifice , we may Ppre- 


fent-our: ielves before him in. very deed 


and: reality: 3. 373%7H 


} « 


: 5-10 Lord: 
in me , that is truely mine |, 


$20] I i "3 vill cis: | 
but  Duft-.and Ashes, and: which | 


is worſe”, finful fleſh, and Blood ; 
l1ok upon what: 1 have of thee 


fort "ſmall Remnant of thint 1 | 


maze ſome fmall- beginnings "of 
thy Grace, 414 Tome "Tight Jparts 
of thy. | Spirit. - Bat becauſe all 
theſe are defeaive, ſupply them, 0 
Lord, with thy mercy, and with uht 


ho! ſeeff nothing | 


and 


— 


Sacrifice of. thy $0n.' Not ano, | 
0 Lqard, notunto'#5, but 10 thy |-- 
Name , and thine "Anointed givt|. 
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the praiſe, Turn thine Eyes , 0 
 Merciful Father to the [ atisf ati. 
00 and Interceſfion of thy Son, who 
| now ſits at thy Right Hand - tothe 


Seals of thy Covenant which lye be- 


fore thee upon this.Table:. and to. all 
the wants and difireſes, mhich-alfo 
thou ; ſeeſt jn'my 1 hetrr.OFathe? 10: 
rify thy Son whomthou haſt ſentints 
this World * © Son bleſs thou the 
Sacrament which thou haſt ord eis- 
led for thy Church, and ſend with it 
(ſome influence of that Spirit whons 
| thou haſt promiſed to all Fleſh: that 
[by the help of theſe Mercies , the 
World, the Church, our F leſh 
ind Souls may elorify thee now 
d ever Father , Son, and Ho'y 
pure. Amen. / : | 


r W_ 
fhcig, 
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SeECTlON VII. 


Concerning the Sacrifice of our 
own Perſons. 


I. 7 1s either the Error , or the incogi- 


tancy of too many Chriſtians, which 
makes them ſfomtimes beleive and of- 
tenerilive, as if under the Goſpel there 
were noother Sacrifice but that of Chriſt 


upon the Croſs. ' It is very true indeed 


there. is no other, nor can there be an 


other ſufficient ; and proper for this end, | 


of ſatisfiing Gods Juſtice , ad expiating 
our ſins. I have troden the VWinepreſs a- 
lone , and of the People there was none with 
me; I looked and there was none to help. 


Efay.'63. 3. 5. In this reſpect , tho the | 
whole Church should in a Body:, offer 


up her ſelf as a burnt Sacrifice to God, 
yet could 'shRe not contribute more , to- 
wards the. bearing up or bearing away 
the wrath to come , than all thoſe Inno- 


cent ſouls , who ftood neer Jeſus Chriſt | | 


OO TOES 


when he gave up the Ghoſt, did towards ' 


the darkning of the Sun,or the shaking of | 


the whole Earth. Bur that which is not ſo 
much as uſeful , much leſs zeceſſary to this 
Eternal Sacrifice, which alone could re- 


deem Mankind , is indiſpenſably both ne- | 


cellary and uſeful , that we may have 4 


6 | Share | 
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zhare in this Redemtion. So that if the 
Sacrifice of our ſelves, which we ought 
to. offer: up to: God, cannot procure val- 


vation : it is abſolutely neceſlary- to re- 
eve 1t, > ab IDA | 


.2. As the old Law never introduced 


| Airon officiating. before the Lord , With- 


| 


out the whole: People of Ifrael, repres 
ſented both by the twelve ſtones on his 
Ephod,and the two other on his :should- 
ers: Exod. 21. 12.30. The Goſpel moſt 
commonly: deſcribes:Jeſus. Chriſt and his 
Chutch ,.not only as two Parties , that 
do. nothing the-.one without :the; other 
but ſamtimes alſo as one Perſon alone : 
as) particularly , r. Cor. 12. 12. Chriſt 


| aQs, officiates and fuffers for his Body , 


in that manner. that doth become the 


| Head: and the Church imitates and fol- 
lows all the motions and ſufferings of his 


Ce i OI 


heavenly 'and holy Head , in ſuch a 
manner  as' is.. poſſible to: its weak 
123.. The-main if not the whole Divi- 


| nity, of S.:Paul as well in point of faith, 
| as of Chriſtian life, runs upon this Cor- 


= 


| formiity bath:of actions and :{ufferings : 
And that of :S. John likewiſe upon this 


ſame Communion. The truth is, Our Sa- 
vior- had [neither -Birth nor Death nor 
Reſurrection here on Earth:, bur fuch 'as 
we ouht:to crform. us to as. he hath __ 

Yi ther 
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ther Aſcenſion; vor Throne, nor; Ever. 


may alſo have in Heaven: commor. with 
him I ; 2% hf 


is the fanndation and: Pillan.,' that's 5; 
grand Principle of the whole! Chriftiam 
inſtitution>relates more directlytroourdu- 
ty about his ſufferings;and then to our hap« 
pineſsi about his Exaltation.;: And ' tho 
Commarioz: ,. which:is the other igread 
fundamental, chat 5: Jobnm hath dtill-4o 
his Mouth v:points morerat :thas '-:amd 
ery um at”: And: both. make upd 
wl Comment upon the watds whidr 
our Savior: fo: aftert, commanded, this 
Diſciples: 720 : follow: him 5: thereby! ig- 
niftiing both the :-Labor',- and-rhe >fac- 
ceſs of this moſt Important: Foxrzey , for 
without doubt:we shall follow him. into 
Heaven: ,: if+,we.. will follow.him here 
on Earth: and we shall have Comrnobl 
with! him 'im his Gyory!, af: weauiill keep 
Conformity: wigs hin heter in. 41s $4qh 
jexfFer't No FIT NE AGM) Sow 


75; Thee threa expreſſions to] Follow 


to/bedike -0r/haver Conformity ;:dnd-'th 


ive” Communien:, >whicly :are- the: moit 
cftential Ulautes in the charteriand charge 
of Uhritblanity ,: are not to-be- Jimnred 
io-1the:tmnatiar, of Chritts\Moralisans 
"#M,. iy 3 


x] 
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. ly , as when, he bids us. be Holy, as he 35 WIN 
Holy, &5c. but.they oblige all. his, Diſgi- Nai tt 
\ | ples to follow-and imitate, him likewiſe, 
_ | much as in, them. lies., throughout. all 
\ ; the other parts of his life , and: the, very 
| fynctions of his: Offices. For we muſt be 
regenerated in his Birth > dye, on his 
| Croſs, be, buried .jn his Graye , bear-hws 
ame in his Tribulations ; ini a words 
| Chriſt and Chriſtians are and mult be 
continually together» Where I am there 
my ſervant shall-be plſo. Foh.-12-26. But 
| obal} theſe :Daties the, matt fundamen- 
ral and moſt: ingditpenſable; ,. is. that .of 
bearing. part, Qfr-his- Croſs, and dying with 


him #n- Sarifiees: | oo 4, ont 

6: Never. did: the Son of God. in- 
tend any more to offer himſelf. for hs 
people ,, without his people, Then did 
the High Prieſts. of the Law.to offer 
themſelves for [{rael without his Ephod , 
| the memorial of, them. Chriit preſented 
himſelf to: God, .in this great Temple, 
' which is. the , World , at the: head: of 
whole - Mankind: , as did the. fir{t born 
of Egypr:, whdg : alſo did prefigurate 
him every one in his houſe, at the 
head of his family. He came as a vo- 
luntary Victim to the Altar , being 
| attended on by his I1/ra#{ , who as it 
| were with their. hands laid ail their 
fins upon his head. [Therefore as 1t, was 
| neccilary, 


i 
! 
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neceſſary , that they , who ſought for + 


Attonement, should wait upon the Sa- 


crifice ,' and that whoſoever would ef- | 


cape the deſtroyer , or other Plagues, 
Should keep themſelves within that 
houſe , where either the firſt-born , or 
the Paſchal Lamb was deſtroyed : by 
the 'fame neceſſity , whoſoever do pre- 
tend to Eternal Salvation , muſt needs 
appear within that houſe , about that 


Altar , and that Croſs , whereon this | 


firft born of every Creature , and this 


Eternal both Prieft and Sacrifice was | 


pleaſed to offer up himſelf. 

7. By this ſtanding and appearing at 
the Altar under the 
deed did not 
being burned a 
they laid their hands on it; when it was 


ones the Vitim alone 


dying , and fell { for prayer and roms | 
? 


on their faces down to the groun 

when it did fall bleeding to death , They 
were as well as the very victim , repu- 
ted to up themfelves. So the tru- 


Offer 

eft Chriſtians likewiſe are neither cruci- | 
fied, nor deſtroyed in that manner , that ' 
their Maſter and Savior was: yet 1. be- | 
cauſe they look towards, and caſt them- | 


felves upon his Croſs and Sufferings , as 
the only means both of expiating for 
their fins , and of Salvation for their 
SPUIs ,' 2. - becauſe of the great and 


Sharp | 


aw the {inners in- - 


deſtroyed: but becauſe 


. 
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r ;5harp grief > which they do ſuffer who 
> \{incerely think on the Son of God thus 
= dying, and which is more , thus dying 
,only for their ſakes ; which to them is 
45 it was to the Bleſſed Virgin a ſword 
to pierce their hErts , and likewiſe to 
pierce and crucifie to death their Sins: 
A _s their whole Body of Sin, 
ing by this Crucifixion , really over- 
maſtered and wounded, there remains 
no life in them , but what they may, 
| | and will offer up and dedicate'to Gods 
| |Service'; "The Savior thus offering him- 
ſelf, and the faved ſo unired to him by 
faith , ſo plunged both into the Com- 
' munion of, and grief for his Sufferings; 
and fo refign'd up and conſecrated ro 
' his Will for the remnant of rheir life, 
| are both accounted before God for one 
| and the ſame Sacrifice. 
8. Ir is the fame, firſt by Impautation : 
| ſuch as were the firſt fruits and the Lamp, 
Rom. 11. x6. The Eares of: Corn and 
the Harveſt , which were both toge- 
| ther involved in , and made hedech | 
' one Offering. Levir. 23. 10. x1. In this 
| ſenſe Jeſus Chriſt dying upon the Croſs, 
| was made the firſt fruits of them that 
| offer themſelves to God, that they may 
be ſanctified by his death and Sacrifice. 
If one be dead then all are dead ; as hewas 
made 7the firſt fruits of them that. ue 
| | that 


» 
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$ 


. 
—— TI 
Dm 


85 


The Chriſtian Satrament 


that they should be quickned, by hisReſur. | 


rection,;But ſeconaly as the lump or maſs 
may in-ſome caie:cither: toſe or- not get 
at all-the priviledg ; and :holineſs of. the 


firſt Fruits, (far example 2 tew-sh2aveg |9 
of Corn:, ['whieh, the W orshippers-had | 


offercd- untgi ;the ord ,:could: by , no 
meansifan&tify! that. Harveſt» which: af- 
terwards'should. be eaten in the Service 
or in the Temple of an -[dol; )T'wo' rea] 
Actions are required to make good this 


Imputation:.z; arts ito-join the Chriſtians PP 


to; the Sdexifice: of Chrift their Head.” 

49. Their iis, that they endeaypur th 
crucify their {intul, mambers; 25. really 
23s Ghriſt himſelf; had his finles- Body 
crutihed. So: that-the feef., that before 
didiryun-to Evil , the-vislent hands,that 
did-injure, the:greedy eyes thar did co- 
vet,and all thoſe members of the Flesh, 


that were weapons: of wickedneſs i may | 


aq gg nt and: Sacrifice be-mott- re- 
11; bound:,. :and; in'4' good meaſure 
dettroyed:-fs :to.their Corruptianj: 2 do 
&/or yin theCrajſs of: Feſus Chriſt , by which 
the: wiarld:is crucified nuts we, and. 4 unto 
the: world. Galat. 6; 14. So Jeſus Chriſt 
and his 'whole Church , and in this 
Ghurch every true penitent Sinner being 
joined all together , do: make up :that 
compleat Sacrifice , which ſeems to have 
bin: prefigurated by the Sacrifice at tae 
3:1 confecra- 


: And Sacrifice. 87 


. conſecration of Aaron , Exod. 29413. Lf. 
3 vhereof::the kidneyes: and thei fat-abaur 
t a Inwards), were burnt ns aſweet fanel- 
ngcOblativr on- the: Altar; but-all the 
Besh 3 ithe. Bkin >the: Feety the:Dung s 
| | Inſtruments and Emblems: .©f Sin3} 
 'vere©thiown” and »burne- withOutcothe 
. Gimp: :Fot JelurChaiſtfnd bisfChurchy 
& concut together in-one Oblation that. 
the. Bleſſed : Savior contributes. all - thar 
wi:go up into. Heaven:to::pleaſe-and. 
eaſe, God: and: wei hh jour Bart:idor 
(contribute ;: but what eterves!th be re-! 
meved-out: of the. way : the': Corruption: 
wd-ſmelb of fin: 'Fhe'i ſedond: neceilary: 
Candition tothe aforetatd Imputation 
for; ma tmputation'icither: to Life: cor! 
deaph -:can be Juſt without ſome real 
zrounds to-ftupport it.) and to-incorpo< 
nte uscinto.the Sacrifice of Chriſts Bo- 
| dy;;18/a;ferious refolutton of piety ; arid 
| unveerfal-cornfecrating both of :Qur: Pers 
fans/androfatiout Adtioens to God. i 
as: itrdcified > abitÞi i Chriſt 5: that'''T : way; 
ive 20:God Now (it 115 im6) bitbat Jive), 
but) Chrife. \kever-3z2 206 , and te. life <abicB. 
Iwo lex” i the: Flesb F Goe by the 
 Faithiof) the Son:of: God ,. who toved. me, 
ard pave: himſelf” for me.  Galat. 2: 19. 
Fhis- place be {o rendred eHeab?:: » 
 ingito\the diftinftion:of bath the Greek 
pics, and all the Orientall OY 
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And: this A of the Church conſecra. | 
ting her ſelf ro:God/', and joining: her | 
felf ſo to' Chriſt as to make bur one Qb- | 


lation with him ,-is the Myſtery repre- 
ſented by 
Numb. 28.3. 


: 10: This Sacrifice did conſiſt of two | 


parts. -The- firſt ' and . cheifeſt was the 
Lamb , that did foreshew the: Lamb. of 
God: and the ſecond 'was the Meat and 


drink-Offering made - of flower 'mingled | 
with: Oil and Wine :-. all which being. | 
bur an Additional thrown' on the Lamb, | 


morning and evening ,.was counted bur 


for one and the: ſame Sacrifice. - Thoſe | 
Secondary. Oblations fo thrown and burnt * 
upon the main Sacrifice;lignified properly * 


theſe Offerings , which i(hriſtians m 


preſent to God, of themſelves, of their 
Goods, and of their Praifes.: From this | 
Meat and Drink Offering which was | 


added. ro more ſubſtantial: Sacrifices:, 


came the Bread and Wine:to: be uſedat | 


the celebration of-Chriſts Death. Which 


Bread in the Communion'tonkfidered as 


Sacrament ,{fignifies. the 2atural,: but 'con- 


fidered as Sacrifice, it repreſents. the: wy- | 


fical Body of Chriſt 3 that. is his. Church! 
For we that are many ſaith the Apoſtle 
I.Cor. 10:.17. are oze Bread. 'Fo;this:pur- 
ofe the 'holy Martyr Ignatius Epiſt:Rom. 
eing: ready. to. be offered up by Mar: 
2344 tyrdom, 


PL 


the" daily Satrifice. Exod. 29. 38; | 
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- \lyrdom , ſaid he was the wheat of God, 
'which was to be ground by Beaſts teeth. 
[Foon after the Church added Oy/ and 
| Frankincenſe to Bread and Wine to make 
'up the whole Meaz Offering which con- 
ited of theſe four "Things. The truth 


0 
2 
f 
, 


' /is, all what we can offer upon our own 


account ,-is but ſuch an Oblation as this 


Meat and Drink © 


fering of Moſes was, 


that cannot be preſented bur by the 
virtue and merits of Jeſus Chriſt , who 


: | ſupports it : and that can never aſcend 


; | up to Heaven but along with the ſacred 
' {ſmoke of that great Burnt Sacrifice , 
' which is to carry it up thither. For on 
| the one fide our own perſons, our works, 


| or any thing elſe t 
by themſelves bur 


har may be ours > are 
weak , unſubſtantial 


' kinds of. Offerings , which cannot be 
| preſented uto God , otherwiſe but as 


| theſe Additional Oblations, which from 
| themſelves fall to the ground , unleſs a 
/ more ſolid Sacrifice do ſuſtain them: 


And on the other fide , this ſolid and 
| fundamental Sacrifice upholds , faves and 
ſanctifies , but thoſe perſons and thing , 
that according to the Law of Moſes his 
Meat Offerings , are thrown into this 
his fire ,' are allowed upon his Altar , 
and are together with him conſecrated 


to God by him. 
11, For this cau 


ſe it 1s, that as ſoon 
as 
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as the Prophet had preached the come . 
ing of this Everlaſting Sacrifice, and the 


propitiation and happineſs , which ir 


would ſpread over all the world ; he | 
foretels at the ſame time, that the Apo- hs 
ftles and their ſucceſſors: ( whom he de- 

{11gns by exprefions proper to that OE- ': 


conomy , under which he did live) 
Should bring the Nations from all parts 
of the. Earth , as az Offering unto the Lord, 
Efay. 66. And to the ſame purpole St, 
Paul ; himſelf ſpeaks. of his Evangelical 
Office as of a Sacrificing Prieſthood ; and 
ob the Gentiles, whom he did convert 
to: Chriſt; as of ſo many Sacrifices which 
he preſented to the Lord. T exerciſe, ſaies 
he,7z the Goſpel a holy Saceravtal Prieſts 
hood ( for the word 62p94% ſignifies both) 
that the Oblation of . the Gentiles may :be 
acceptable , being ſanitified by the holy ſpirit. 
Rom. 15. 16. Hence: proceeds that Me- 
thod, which he obſerves moſt conſtant- 
ly , never to preach. the Faith in Jeſus 
brift, without inviting. preſently the 
Beleivers to Ofer up unto God , either 
their Bodies and Souls: as Ro. 12. Or 
their works of Holineſs , of praiſe , of 
Charity , &c. as every where elſe. And 
theſe are the Spiritual Offerings which 
every 'true Chriſtian /muſt join ro caſt 
upon the fundamental Sacrifice of Chriit 
Teſus. | 
12.We 
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+ |.,12. We;;know- indeed that-the uni- 
e yjerfal Aſſembly of Chriftians, could ne- 
it yer- meet. ar the ſame time, oriplace yel- 
e {ther to follow Chriſt in a: Body:, when 
d- /he went- to offer himſelf. for them ; or 
Ce ſo fall, upon their: faces and proſtrate 
> themſelves to the ground , when he bow- 
) ﬆ his head under their :Sins : Provi- 
$ dence that ſcatters men np and down 
. mroughout all' places -and times of the 
- Wprldypermitting no; poſhbility.of fuch 
| 1genera] mecting. -But-the Sacrifice of 
| (Chriſtqho xt was,cqnfined to few: hours 
'and %0 4-{mail parce}. of Ground as 
tothe Swferizg ;. yet:.being.everiaiting 
whnity and 1tul che ſame , 45 70 the 
ſufficiency and- virtue of it , coextends it 

' elf -molt perfectly, to- all both:times and 
places > When: arid where-thoſe ſcattered 
members , will ever come to Offer up 
therhſelves to God with their head. And 

| beliges: this ,:the' ſecond .part of his Sa- 

' cerdotal o&ce., which conſiifts in ters 
eding , continuing ; ftill ir the very ACT , 
till the Worlds end ; They that could 
not embrace his Croſs , and join with 
him at that ſame time that he Offer'd 

| himſelf, may. do it; every day, and hum- 

| ble themſelves like poor victims loaden 

| with {ins and miſ{irijes; at the ſame time, 
that now he continues {till actually znter- 
e6aing. DO in all Places, at all: times F 
ITY an 
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and upon' any emergencies, whenſoeyer night! 
rhe leivers will preſent themfelves belides 
unto God , both with and by' his Son tan 
Jeſus , they may till receive the favor \FVETT 
of acception , and that real eflux of |}&& 
ſaving Odor from Chriſt , which was | aſt 
repreſented by that typical holineſs, M0 F 
which the additional Oblation did re. \belr 
ceive from the principal Sacrifice, when ond. 
it was adjoined to it. Whereas it 1s moſt vio 
certain , that all the Merit and Blood'of vÞen 
Chriſt shall no more fave Men that will \#hen 
not draw. neer and join themſelves'to rey 
conformity and Communion of his | 
Death ; then the continual! and other NoV* 
burning Sacrifices , were ever able to is ( 
conſecrate, that meat, that Wine, thar them 
Oy1, and that Frankincenſe , which were Dau 
not brought, nor burned upon the'ſame IÞ 
Altar with them. fold } 

13. Now tho all men be called to 
this conformity. and Communion 'in | 
the Sufferings of Chriſt, from the time ther 
of thoſe ſufferings , until there be no Mex 
times at all: and altho the daies of our ®*! 
preſent live, have all the priviledg which har 
theſe ſeven feaſt daies once had , when Pal] 
every one might gird his loins , eat his and 
unleavened bread, and kill his own Bul- Pre/ 
lock, as the Prieſt did facrifice the Paſs |&u 
chal Lamb; ( which Bullock was ſuper- ule 
added to the Paſchal Lamb, that both ' *c 
t migut 
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night better ſuffice for the 7Feſtival daies, 
belides its other ritual and figurative im- 
portance as a Sacrifice : ) it is certain , 
nevertheleſs that there are rwo more 
rh and extradinary 'daies , wherein 

1ſtians are invited by more urgent 
1nd proper Circumſtances , to preſent 
heir Souls and Bodies by way of Se- 
cond, Offering upon the Sacrifice of their 
favior. The firlſt is paſt , and that was 
yhen the Savior offered himſelf to death: 
vhen Heaven and Earth , Temple and 
Graves shook at the blow that killed 
him ; when pious Souls either ſtood im- 
moveable as the Bleſled Virgin hard by 
his Croſs , or' in a manner crucified 
themſelves , beating. their breafts as the 
Daughters of Jeruſalem : and when eve- 

Diſciple might by the very conjun- 

e of all the things he ſaw, be mo- 
lived to ſay as Thomas, Ler us go and let 
« dy with kim. Fob. 11. 16. The 0- 
'ther time moſt favorable and proper , 
next to that of his real Paſhon , is that 
of the holy Communion ; which, as it 
hath bin * explained , is a Sacramental 
Paſſion , where tho the Body be broken, 
and the blood shed ., but by way of 7c- 
preſentative Myjtery, yet both are as effe- 
Ctually , and as truly oftered for our own 
aſe , 1f we gO tO 1t worthily » as when 


* Gelaf. Cyxic. yart te C49, ; fs 


- that 
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that holy and "divine -Lamb-'did- offer \nd: 3 
himſelf the firſt itime. Ve 4 5:2 bagt Je 
- 114. Therefore: whenſoever- Chriftiang Reder 
approach -to:this-dreadful Myſtery , atid jynd - 
ro the Lamb of God /ying-and ſacrificed ay tl 
(as ſome ſay that the holy Nicene Coun: fds:th 
Cil ſpeaks.) upozvhe holy Table ; it" .coti- Inlels 


eerns -their main intereſt / in - p6irit 'of unic 
Salvation ,' as well as other duties, to wing 
take a ſpecial care , not to lame, and ad tt 
deprive the grand Sacrifice of its own {1d 'w 
due Artendanee : bur to! behaye' them- hem 
ſelves in that "manner, thar, as both the | 15. 
principal and- additioual Sacrifices, were pure ; 
conſumed: hom ſame fire'; and wefit hay j; 
up towards- Heaven in:the'fame flame; Chrifl 
So Jeſus Chriſt- and; all his Metnbers, moth 
may ;jointly appear before God: this in Hio!1 
a Sacramental Myſtery , theſe with their vhatſc 
re2l Bodies and Souls , offering them- jury Y 
ſelves -at the ſame time, in the ſame ® 4 
place , and' by' the: ſame Oblation.* $6 fhetr ; 
that whoſoever are artendine on this Sa ier 1 
crifice ,{ince they do it in' remembrance ie. ſt 
of their Saviour , once really dead, and MNepai 
every day ſacramertally dying” for: them ike d 
(do this in remembrance of me } they jen 1 
co it in ſuch a manner”, 1. as may be- fe pr 
come faithiul Diſciples , who are refol- fect 
ved to dy both for and with their Ma- PS tl 
ſter : 2. as true and ſincere Members film 1 
that cannot outlive their own head : ill 1 
and | 


| 
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'3..as truly penitent {inners, whodare 
look. for any share in the Glory, and 


x Redemtion, 2nd ſefion ar the right or left 
& {nd bf-rheir* Savior, unleſs-after their 
J jy they undergo the ſame Baptifmi, un- 
x k6:they. will drink the 1ame Cup ; and 


- Inleſs they enter really into the Com- 
Ff union of-that' Sacrifice and thoſe. Suf- 
0 ring-, Which their Maſter, their. head, 
d ind their Savior hath patled through , 
n þd which this very Sacrament engages 
- fern. to. - IO fo TE JING 
6 | Ii5. .Now , this Communiozz, doth re- 
e ire, firſt a' Conformity of {Hons , that 
|t hay in ſformeſort correſpond to all whir 
+ Chriſt hath dqne as Prieſt: Secongly 
z another Conformity of mortifications ,, and 
1 kfions*, that may likewiſe ahfwer to 
r thatſoever he hath ſuffered as a volun- 
« jy Vidtim. As Prieſt ; ( for in this occa- 
e bo all Chriſtians after the example of 
d heir Savior, become Prictts, fince they 
{ bffer themſelves to God ) to follow all 
e ite:ſteps , and take upon them all the 
{ weparations , the Courſe of lite, and the 
1 ike diſpotitions of mind , which were 
y j{&1 in this Blefied Melchiſedeck , when 
= fe preſented himſelf ro. God. To this 
- fect the faithful Worshipper, prefent- : 
- PS that Soul and Body, which God fitted 
s jfum with at his coming into this World, 
: FUL lay them down at the Altar. | 

d | Lo 
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Lo I come, zf this Soul and; 6, 
Body may be uſeful to any thing, | yy, 
here they are both to do thy le 
will O God. * And hereafter 
if it pleaſe thee, to uſe that! 
power which thou haſt , as Crea- 
tor over Duſt and Ashes , 6 oy 
ver weak flesh and Blood , 0- ps 
wer a brittle veſſel of Clay, ® 
over the work of thine ownl 
hands; Lo here they are to ſuf- ſor 
fer alſo thy good pleaſure. I do' 1h! 
now proteſt to my God , that| Lt 
zf he pleaſe to affliff me either! tre 
with pain or dishonor , 1 will, pe; 
humble my ſelf under it, and| th; 
be obedient unto death , even] ,;y 
unto the death of the Croſs. F! ,, 
Ilhatſoever may happen to mt ,, 
erther from the fews , or Gen- 
tiles , from my Neighbors , | _ 
from ſtrangers , ſince it 1s por | 

*-Hebr. 10.5. 7. 4 Phil. 2. 8. : 
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4; God that emploies them, tho they 
>| neither know, nor think it ſo; un- 
leſs at the ſame time God help me 
to ſome lawful means of ſecuring 
my ſelf azainſt their wrongs. 1 
will not hereafter open my 
mouth before the Lord, w#o 
doth ſirike me, except only to (ing 
the Pſalm, after I have eaten 
f. ſome bitter Herbs that beloy 
1g) this Paſſover ; and to bleſs the 
at Lord who gave them me ; ad in- 
er! treat him for the wicked, who 
ill perhaps hath malicionſly gathered 
1d them, Hereafter no man can take 
el! away any thing from me, no Life, 
T no Honor, no "Eſtate, ſince 1 an 
me ready of my ſelf to lay them 
"| down, aſſoon as 1 can perteive rhat 
= | Grd requires them at my hands. 
j Nevertheleſs, O Father, it thou 
0 
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be willing, remove this Cu 
from- me; yer'if T1 muſt drink 
zt, thy will be don. 
kind ſoever of ſuffering hereaf- 
ter may. trouble my Flesh, or 
what kind foever of eApomies 
may perhaps warſe trouble my 


Sprrit, following the example of 


this High Prieſt, in the midſt 
of his bittereſt pains, O Father, 
into thy hand Þ Iw2// ever remit 
11y life, and the devreſt concern- 
ments that arrend it. And if thon 
be pleaſed, that either T live jet 
axhile, or not; I will with my 
$10/0r bow down my head, < 1 
11} adere thee under my burthen, 
and humble my ſelf under thy 
hand; 1<ittcivenp all what thou 
WH? be aged to aSk;Goods, fOY)s 

ec. tntil ot Laff, ſurrender and 
[NY Ci np the Ghoſt. 


- /'- gig Niarth 26, a>. 6b Luke 27+ 4 


. 6 Ji, 19+ 30» 
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x6. To this firſt part of our Confor- 


| nity with Chriſt as. Pric#, mutt be re- 


ferred, whatſoever we read he did from 
his laſt Paſlover to his Paſſion, as far 
25 we can -1mitate 1t : as when he washed 


| the Feet of his Diſciples: when he pray- 


ed for his Murtherers: when he received 
with a_ mild reply. the rashneſs of him 


| thar ſtrack him, committing all the reſt 


to God: when he took that charitable 
care of gently reſtoring the ear to an 
{ infolent Fellow named Malchas : when 
{ his diſmalleſt Agonies never kept him 
from comforting a Penitent, This day 
| half thou be with me in Paradiſe, Luke 


| 23. 43. nor trom inſtructing Good pious 
| Souls » Je Daughters of Feruſalem, weep 
| z6?, GC. nor trom 'interceding tor his 
! cruelieſt Enemies, Father foreive them , 
for they know not what they do: nor from 
| taking care for his Relations, Woman , 
behold thy Sor, &c. John 19. 26. Here- 
upon the ſucceſs of theie' both Active 
and Patlive Ditpolitions, muſt needs be 
| this, 'T hat God looking tir't to bel, and 
finding him to be encued with thar ſpirit 
| Lundy; of Chatity, of Meckneis, 
/and of Parience, which was alſo iz Chriſt 
| Feſus, ) Philip. 2, 5.\* he certainly will be 
{pleaſed ro 100k allo upon his Sarfice , 
| Gen. 4. 4. 
| 17. Bcfildes rhis frit Conformity of 
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holy Diſpoſitions, and as it were Sacer- 
dotal Ornaments, between Jeſus and his 
Diſciples, conlidered as they are Pricſts : 
there muſt needs be alſo a conformity 
of Death and Paſſion between them), 
being conſidered as Sacrifices. The firſt 
Conformity, which regards Perſonal and 
Prieſtly Endowments, 1s never ſo exact, 
nor 1o full, as to adorn inferior Prieſts 
with all the proper Attire of Aaron, 
his Golden Plate, his embroidered E- 
phod, or his Miter, or his Breaſt Plate: 
yet it is never fo defective, but that he 
and they may without indecency , not- 
withſtanding the inequality of their Gar- 
ments, officiate at one Altar. The c- 
cond Conformity which regards the :Sa- 
crifice is yet much $shorter then the hit, 
being between things, not onty unequal 
in degrees of perjection; but difterent 
jn their nature. For really the Sacrifice 
of a living Creature, as the Lamb was, 
could not differ ſo much in nature from 
dead and inanimate Offerings, fuch as 
the Meal, the Oil, and the Wine 
were, which as ſecondary Sacritices were 
added to the firſt ; as the Sacrifice of ]c- 
tus Chriſt difters from what poor Chrt- 
jtians, either are in their nature, or can 


offer up to God in Sacrifice. For of 


theſe two Sacrifices as to their proper 


conditions, The one 6&5 Divine, Al- 
mighty; | 


i cron << - 
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mighty and all Holy; and the other is 
human, infirm , and ſinful. And as to 
their ſeveral ends, 'The one is made tro 
procure and. work Expiation, and the 
other only to ger ſome Capacity to re- 
ceive it. The firſt and prime Sacrifice 
impartsto the {econd its Righteouinels , 
and the ſecond is thrown upon the firſt as 
a burthen,only-to charge it with all its fins. 
Nevertheleſs, as under the Law, the 
Lamb, and the Oblation added to it, did 
joyn in one Sacrifice, becauſe both were 
offered upon one Altar , and conſumed 


| by one fire: - {o under the Goſpel, Chriit 
' and his People are accounted for one 


Oblation, when both in their own pro- 


; per way are conſecrated by the fame 
| Croſs, and are in ſome manneralike obe- 


dient to death. For awe have been plant- 


ed fozether in the likeneſs of his death, know- 
| ing this, that our old Man is dead, &c.Roin. 


6.56. - 

18. By this likeneſs or conformity of 
Sufferings, Chriſt is dead onceto {atishe 
the rigor of the Law, and ſo mult 


| Chriſtians deſtroy rheir {ins and mortific 


themſelves, tharthey may obſerve here- 
after the Rightcoutneis of .the Goſpel. 
Chriſt during that terrible ſtorm rhat 
made him weev and cry aloud, Mazt . 
27. 46, 50. Lake 22.46. Heby. 5. 7. did 
ſuffer luch a heavy punishment as might 

E} {atizfie 


lo2 The Chriſtian Satrament 

fatisfie Gods! Juſtice: And: tits Myitical 
Body muſt every day both undertake-and 
tuffer ſuch Fatherly Corrections as may 
overmaſter their own Sins. In aword, 
the Holy Savior was willing to be Crus 
cihed 5; becauſe this diſmal: Execution 
was indifpeniably' rieceffary to turn away 
the'Wrath tocome: and his true Mem+ 
bers muſt te willing to Crucifie them» 
telyes with him, becauſe this Diſcipline 
is as indiſpeniably neceflary to deftroy 
in them by degrees that inward: Corru- 
ption which would bring back again this 
wrath. 


"0 Father of Mercies,. 1 
beſeech thee, both by the merits 
of thy Son, who now intercedes. in 
Heaven, and by. that | bloody $4- 
Crifice which he hath off:red on 
the C roſs, ( whercof thou feſt the 
Scrament upon This .Table) this 
Dry be pleaſed to' yer-ive 'me 
into the Communion of. his ' Sof- 
ferives, and hereaf:er into: the 
Communion of his Glory, Coſt 

20k 
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| not away from thee in diſpleaſure 
' the Blevation' of theſe ' hands 
| which 1 will faften to. his Croſs , 
ſo far as they may not offend , 
and which 1 4o now ſtretch before 
| thee with 4 true. deſire that here- 
after they may ſerve thee ,, neither 
deſpiſe the Sacrifice of a poor 
| Soul , which alſo bis Croſs hath 
' wounded 'with the ſenſe of her mi- 
ſery, and by this wound laies it 
open , both. to pour out her own 
' prayers » and to: gaſp after thy 
\ mercies. 0 God and Father, be- 
| fow on me ſuch a meaſure of that 
jp through which thy Son 
offered himſelf, * as may ſan- 
fie for. ever, the Bray and Soul 
which now 1 offer: and may likewiſe 
help me to perform the ſervice 
which I do promiſe» A Spirit of 
© Meh. 9.14% E 4 Contris 
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Contrition, that I may ſufficiently 
acteſt thoſe ſins, which did deliver 
my God todeath: then a ſpirit of 
Holineſs, that I may never be tem- 
ted to them any more then 4 cruci- 
fied man can be temted. O lit this 
crucified Body , which Tpreſent to 
thee for ſuch, never be untied from 
his Croſs, either to fall to thoſe vi- 
elences, tbat have peirced my Savi- 
ors hands, or to fly up to thoſe va- 
nities, that have crowned his 
head with Thorns 1 or to follow un- 
juſt pleaſures, that have filled his 
dear Soul with greif, that have 
filled his Entrails with Gall. Arm 
and Rod of the Lord, who in thine 
Anger didſt revenge all theſe ſins 
pon my Savior, in thy mercy cor- 
rect and deſtroy them alſo in me. 
$0 my God accept of a heart , that 
ſheds 


| | Ard Sarrifice. - © log 
ſheds now before thee its Tears, as 
« poor Victim does its blood: and 
that raiſes up unto thee all its de- 
pres, its thoughts , its zeal , as a 
Burnt offering doth its flames. Fi- 
| nally ſince my Sacrifice can be nti- 
ther, holy, nor accepted, being a- 
lone * Accept of it, O Father, as 
it as an Oblation. ſupported by that 
| Sacrifice, which alone & able to 
pleaſe thee. Receive it clothed with 
the Righteouſneſs of thy Son, and 
wad: acceptable with that holy Per- 
fume that riſes from of his Altar + 
| And grant that He who ſaniti- 
files, and they who are by him ſan- 
Fified, may be joined in one Paſ- 
fron, and may enjoy hereafter with 
thee the ſame Glory. Our Father 
which att in Heaven, &c. 
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SECTION YL... 
Eo7cerning the Obletion of 047 Goods aud :\ 
Alms,, or the Sacrifice of . 
Fiſſtice. EL”: 


JT is an. exprels. and often repeated 


Law of God by Moſes, and' no 


where repealed by Chriſt, that no wor- 
Shipper $hall preſume to. appear hetore 
hin with emty hands. Sincere Chriſti- 


ans mull have them fullarthe- receiving. 


of theHoly Communion, with four di- 
{tinct {ortsof Sacrifices. 1. The Sacra- 
mental andCommemorattive Sactifice of 


Chriſt. 2: The Real and Actual Sacri- 


fice of themfelves. 2. The Free-will- 
offering of their Good. 4: The Peace- 
offering of their Praiſes. | 

2. The firit as repreſenting the Sacri- 
nce offered on the Croſs, is the ground. 
of. the three orhers,, .efpecially of. the {e- 


cond: which. muſt no more be {ſepa-. 
rated from it, then Parts are from the 


\Whote,. or the Body from its Head. 
Linete two are ſo cloſe. coupled toge- 


rhe, That St. Auſt? * more then once, 
by the Body of Chriſt inthe Holy Coms- 


Munion,underitands Chriſts myſtical Bo- 


® Aug: apitd Fils: de Bopt. Ething. " _ 
| y 
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dy, which is the Church. And St. Cypri- 
an * ſays expreily , That Chriſt and his 
People are contained and united toge- 
ther in the Holy Cup (that being repre- 
ſented by the Wine, this repreſented by 
the Water;) ſo that Chriſt is not there 
without his People, nor the People with- 


out their Savior. _ 
3. The third and fourth, which are 


| the Sacrifices of our Goods and. of our 


Praiſes, are appendages following after 


| the {econd, thar is, the Sacrifice of our 


- 


| own ſelves, by as natural a conſequence, 


asthe fruits and leaves follow the Trec, 


| and as what we have, or What we: car, 


muſt needs come after what we are. All 


' the World know: how that blenusWfd and 
' lame Sacrifices were abominable under 
' the Law: . and certainly, Bodies with- 
| out Heads, Souls withour their Faculties, 


and Perſons without their proper  Du- 
ties. are , not better under the Goſpel. 
Such mutilated Sacrifices cannot uit 


with thatof Chriſt, which was perfeCtly 


whole and entire. Therefore as when 
we once oFer our ſelves to God, our 
Souls and Bodies, become. attending 


Sacrifices on the Sacrifice of JeſusChrith 
ſo muſt by the ſame eguiry,, all our, 
Goods and Scrvices, by way of, Iecons 


pF af, CYpr. [.2. EP. it 
duy 


103 The Chriftian Soarrament 


ary Ovlations attend the Sacrifice of our 
Perſons. Andas the Lamb, inthe daily 
Sacrifice, was never offered withour its 
Afeat Oblation, nor this meat Oblation 
without its Incenſe, its Wine, its Ol: 
So the Eternal Son and Lamb of God, 
wao was pleaſed to offer himſelf for me, 
mult neither be offere4 without me; 
nor whenſoever I offer up my ſelf, both 
by him and with him, muſt I appear 
as a dry and unfavory Meat-offering, 
without juice, without ſweet ſmell, with- 
ou all the Holy Diſpoſitions of readi- 
neis and joy to obey and pleaſe my God 
in all 2ood Works, whereof the Incenſe, 
the Wine, and the Oil, were under the 
Law Sacred Emblems. In a word, when- 
ſoever we offer our ſelves, we offer by 
the ſelf ſame AR; all that we have, all 
that we can: and fo conſequent!y we 
do engage for all, rhat it chal be dedi- 
cated to rhe glory of God, and that it 


shall be ſarrenared into his hands, em-- 


ployed to ſuch uſes, upon ſuch occalt- 
ons and times, as he will be pleafed to 
appoint. 

4. Hear then, my ſoz, (as faies the 
Wiſe Man) /o9k 79 thy feet, awheir thon en- 
treſt into the Houſe of God, leſt thou of- 
fer th2 Sacrifice of Fools, Ecclel. 5. 6. It 
is the Sacrifice, as well as the part of a 
Foal, to offer the Perſon without the 
: (35043 


_ 


NR 


p—_ 


+ 


And Sacrifice. fog 
Goods that attend ir, -as it were the 


| Bones without the Sinews, and the Flesh 


that cover them. Ir is the ſame Act of 
an Impious Wretch to mangle, and to 
murilate, either the Holy-Sacritice which 
Jeſus hath made to his Father , or -the 
Holy Sacrament which he hath ordain- 
ed to his Church, or that Holy Oblation; 
which after his Sacrifice, and at his Sacra» 
ment, he is pleaſed to require of us. And 
after we have preſented ir, it is an Act, not 
only of great Impiety, but of as great a 
Sacriledge, as was that of Ananias, to 
withdraw without leave, any part of that 
whole which we have devoted to Gods 


| Service. 


5. It behoves not T/-ael alone to go 
forth out of Egyp? with all their Chil- 


| dren, and Cattle, and Goods, to offer 
' them unto the Lord, that he may take 


either all, or ſuch a part, as he will be 
pleaſed to chooſe, Exod. 10. 25,26. All 
the Gentiles were likewiſe to go and 


| give themſelves up to Gods Service, with 


their Gold; their Silver, their Drome- 
daries, and their Chariots loden with 
thcir Chiefeſt ſubſtance: The: Egyptians 
with all their Wealth: Tyre and Sidorn 
with their Merchandiſe, Eſay 23. 18. 
and 60. 6, 7, 9. The Wiſe Men wah 
their Frankincenſe, their Myrrh and 
their Gold: and ſo every {inner = his 

ON- 
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Converſion ' ro. God , was to.conſecrate 
all to Jeſus Chrift, and to the ſervice of 
his Church; From 'that very moment, 
that by any real. Act of Convertion, of 
Faith, of- Repentance, or of Vow, we 
have-:given up our ſelves .to Chriſt, 
who. hath likewiſe given himſelf for us; 
as by vertue of this mutual Communi- 
on, all what he poſſeſſes becomes ours, 
namely his Grace, his Immortality , 
his Glory ; and {ſo he beſtowes it upon 
us, according to the times and degrees 
which he ſees beſt for.our Salvation: 
by thefame conſequence; ; all whatioever 
we. have doth become his, 10 that he 
may take it after in what proportion 
and feaſon ſoever he -chall tee ' bet for 
his Gfory. The two Afſles which he tent 
for by his Diſciples, that he might ride 
on them to Feraſa/em, and the Cham» 
ber which he commanded to be rea- 
dy, that he might eat the Paſſover in 
it; were not-{o, ablolutely his,, as are our 
Lives, our: Gobds; 6c. whenſoever the 
Lord hath necd- of them, Matth. 21. 2. 
2. Luke 22. 11, Thole things were 
his only by the Right of Prepricty , 
which, as to a: Soycraien Lord and 
God, 1s naturally :referved upon any 
thing which he creates or faves; but 
theſe are his be{ides, becauſe we with 
our ſelyes have given them. When by 
calls 
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calls for the former, to'deny them were 
injuſtice; but to deny theſe latter, were 
a viſible Sacriledge:. all -whax.: we, are, 
what we can do, and what we can give, 
even to the leaſt Veſlel in our Houſes, be- 
ing involved and made+-Holy in this 
one Conſecration. Tn that day shatl' there 


| be upon the very Bridles of the Horſes holineſs 


— 


WALES. 


wb nes 


unto the Lord: and every pot in Feruſalem and 
Fuda, shall be holy unto the Lord, Zechar, 
I4. 205:21T . s 4 
\. 6. This Conſecration whereby the 
Worshipper offers and reſigns up all him- 
felt, and: all his Concernmentsto God; 
x 1t be well-dotr and duly. performed , 
is, firſt, as to our Souls and Bodies, a 
Chriſtian ;4porheofis, if, I may. uſe this 
Word, which both makes: them capa- 
ble of - the: Sacrifice and Grace of Chriſt, 
and raiſes and prefers them to the very 
nature, that is, the condition of Holinets 
and Immortality of God. Secondly, as 
to the Confſecrated things; it is 4 mirar 
culous -Priviledg, which in the -end-in- 
finitly multiplies: every thing > which 
is: thus parted with ; it bleiſcs the uſe of 
it, altko it be but preſcnted , as long as 
we can enjoy it; and finally, exchanges. 
it, when we can enjoy it no more, for 
ſuch advantagious returns, as may be 
conceived to be, not ſuch as wher 


Water was turned into Wine, or dirt 
. into 
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into Gold, but ſuch,' as-if we conceive, 
a glaſs of Water, turned into ſtreams 'of 
Everlaſting Comforts, the duſt of Ifracl 
into ſo many' Stars of Heaven , ſmall 
Cottages of Clay into Royal Palaces; 
and vain- declining shadows into real 
and Eternal poſſeflions : Thor: _y bin 
faithful in 2 few things, I will make thee Ru- 
lr over many things, &c. Matth. 25,21. 
But if the Law of theſe Conlecrations be 
not well performed; if Levz come to 
ſerve' Asbtaroth, after he hath dedicated 
himſelf to God ;-and if the Offerings of 
the People 'be employed tro profane uſes 
after they have toucht Gods Altar; then 
thereare as many and as heavy -Curles to 
be look: for, as on the other {ide upon 4 
better uſe, there are many and great Bleſ- 
ſings to be' expected. So that upon all 
Conſiderations, both of Prudence and of 
Duty ; firſt, we muſt give upall to God: 
next, after we have given, we mult fly all, 
not only as two moſt odious fins, but alſo 
as two molt terrible miſchiefs, 'the Sari 
tedze in withdrawing at any time when 
God demands it, what hath been thus con- 
ſecrated to him: and the Profaneneſs in 
miſpending upon ſuperfluous or worle 
uſes, what of 1t he 1spleaſed to allow to 
our proper neceſſities, and othcr lawful 
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7.. Now tho Chriſt our bleſſed Savior, 
by that everlaſting and ever ſame Sacri- 
fice of himſelf, offer himſelf virtually 
upon all occaiions: and weon our ide, 
alſo offer our ſelves, and what is ours, with 
| him ſeveral other ways; beſides that of 
the Holy Communion: as at our Con- 
verſion, and firit Act of Faith in him, 
Chriſt (faies St. Aufin,) 4 15 ſacrificed 
for the ſalvation of every. ſinner, at the ve- 
'ry moment he repents and believes him to 
bave bin Sacrificed; and at our Bap- 
tiſm > For every one offers the Sacrifice of 
the Paſſion of the Lord, at that time, that 
be 1s conſecrated by the Faith of this Paſſion, 
and baptiſed a Criſtian, faith the fame Fa- 
ther; + and the Baptiſm of Chris? i the 
blood of Chriſt, faith another.  £ Never- 
theleſs, becauſe Chriſt offers himſelf for 
us at the Holy Communion in a more 
ſolemn and public Sacramental way 3 
(thence it comes, Thatthe Memorial of 
the Sacrifice of Chriſt thereby celebra- 
ted, takes commonly the Name of the 
Sacrifice it ſelf, as Saint Auſtin 4 explains 
it ofren) weare then obliged in a more 
ſpecial manner, to renew all our Sacri- 

ces, all the Vows of our Baptiſm, all 
the firſt-fruirs of our Converton , and 


a Aus, Evang, Quieff, I. 2. q. 33. b Auguſt. Expof. inchogs 
41 Row. c Chryſ. Hom, 16. Hebr. 4d A uge ae Cry, Ge 5a ils Eres 
'3, ai Bonif, De Conjccre Dif. &- hoe «jt 

all 
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all the particular Promiſes which it may 
be we 'have: made, either at our re- 
penting of ſome ſin, or at our delive- 
rance from ſome eminent danger; or at 
the recovery out of ſome grievous fick- 
neſs; or at the receiving of ſome other 
{ignal Mercy, whether for our ſelves, or 
ior our friends, I will go into thy Houſe 
with Burnt-efferings, 1 will pay thee my 
Yows, which my lips have uttered, and m 
mouth hath ſpoken, when I was in trouble, 
PAI. 67. 13,14. Then and there art the 
Altar of God, muſt we both diſcharge 
all the Vows, which for ſome hindrance 
or other we had not. yer the Convent- 
ence to fulfil ; 'and ſet afresh from Com- 
m1u1n;on to Communion, as they. did the 
Shew-loaves from Sabbath to Sabbath, all 
thoſe other Performances, which by rheir 
Nature, and'our Duty, can never be ful- 
filled, but with the' very end of our 
daies. | | | 

8. So shall the New Trae! tread on 
the pious ſteps of the Old, wno ever 
from time to time reiterated, ether 1n 
Miſpah, or in Glzal, '&c. that Covenant 
which the Lord had made wirh him 1n 
Sinai, It is true, the Lord did northen 
again ' repeat the Thunder, that once 
made the Mountains tremble ; as in our 
Churches he doth not reiterate that ve- 
ry Paſſion, that made the Power: of 


Heaven 
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Heaven —_— and shake: - Neverthe- 
lefs, as Foshuah, Aſa, Foſias , Fehojadah 
and other ſuch Holy Men, could from 
their Maſter aſſure the People, That 
the. Covenant which they did renew ; 
for example, # Sechem,Jol. 24:25. 2 Chr, 
15:12. 'and 23. 16. was not leſs power- 


i ful, either to bleſs the OQbtervers, or to 


deltroy the Offenders thereof, then it 
was when Moſes, and the Holy Angels 
publisH#'d ir at the firſt upon Sia: 0 
now the Miniſters 'of our: Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, having in their hands the Sacra- 
ments of the Gofpel (true Seals and 
Tables of the new Law) may both pro- 
duce and give them out as: Evidences 
That the Sacrifice of their Maſter is not 
k6'able to ſave Mens Souls, when it 1s 
offered to Men, and Sacramentally offer- 
ed again to God, at the Holy Commu« 
non, then when it was newly offered 
upon the Croſs. Andthis 1s the reaſon, 
wherefore all Fairhful Chriſtians ought 
then as efteuslly to reinforce all their 
Oblations, their Vows, their Contriti- 
Ons, and their Proteſtzrions, Mer '\and 
Brethyrn wahot hall we do? Ard God 
fortid thot P* sÞonld eviy flory but in the 
Or"\* of my Sewiore 2s the Hrae!ites did; 
by Oy toſt ne |; pon rt. like OCCAlions , 
Wo ail! ob>y the Lov” ore God « and” the 


Lord is the God, the Lord is the God, 


I King. 
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1 King 18. 39. both Iſraelites and Chriſti. .' 

ans ſeconding their proteſtarion of Obe- | 

dience, and their proſtrations of _ | 
@- 


and refgnations of their minds, with 


condary Sacrifices: thoſe of Bulls and 


Rams ; theſe of Alms and Pious works. © 


9. By this it is eaſfie to ſee, rhat our | 


Holy Euchariſtical Communions are 
much correſpondent to' choſe Feaſts, 


that did call the People of Iirael roge- | 
ther, firſt to appear and proſtrate them- | 
ſelves before the Lord wich Sacrifices for | 
their ſin: and then to lay upon the al- | 


tar that other kind of Sacriaces which 
they uſed to call *. Peace-offerings , and 


which were ordained to expreſs. both | 
rheir Thankfulne6 to God, and their 


Charity to Men. And in this friendly 


concurrence both of Myſteries, and of | 
Holy Duties that attend them, all reſpects | 
duly obſerved, Moſes may ſtill with the | 
ſame power command both new andold | 


Iirael, Thou shalt keep the Feaſt unto the 
Lord thy God, with a oy dh a Free-will- 
offering of thine hand which thou shalt give 
unto the Lord thy God, according 4s, 
the Lord thy God hath bleſſed thee: And 


thou shalt rejoyce before the Lord thy God, | f 


thou, and thy ſon, and thy daughter, the 


+2255 Peace-offet WINGS, cipyvinge $17.26 
CATS, | 


Levite, | 


i 
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| Levite, the Stranger, the Fatherleſs and the 
' Widow. And you shall not appear before the 
 Lordemty. Every man shall give according 
to the blejing of the Lord thy God which he 
| bath given.thee, Deut. 16. 10, 11. 

19. 'The firft Chriſtians ever took it, 
- | and conſtantly practiſed it ſo. For when- 
; ; foever they met at their Devotions,where- 
, _ of the Holy Communion was the moſt 
; ! ordinary and the moſt eſſential part, they 
: did: make the uſe of all their Goods to 
| be common among themſelves: and the 
diſtribution of this Bleſſed Sacrament 
| was, ſo conſtantly attended by the di- 
{tribution of their Offerings, that it is 
'fomewhat hard to diſcern which - of 
the'two the Apoſtolical Hiſtory intends 
to. ſignifie- by -the breaking: of Bread, {0 
often mentioned in the Ads. Some pi- 
' ous and learned Men have thought, that 
this largenels and frequency of Offering; 
| which in the Primitive Times was all 
e the ſtock they had for Pious Uſes, made 
. that Article which immediatly follows 
s that of the Church, that 1s, zhe Cormmu- 
s ior, Or Communication of the Saints, But 
ad however, tho this were not the Arzic/e 
/, | of Faith there meant, yet it was an Act 
"0 [of Piety fo frequent, and ſo eflential 

in thoſe daies, that Saint Luke wonld 
- | place it amongit thoſe other Sacred Fun= 

ctions, that comprehend the whole u- 


4 
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and ſervice of the Church. They cow. 
tinued ftedfaſtly in'the Dottrine of the- Apo- 
ſtles, and inthe Communion, and in breaking 
of Bread, antl in Prayer, Acts 2. 
were the Primitive Chriſtians literally 
and punctually ſuch as holy David had 


propheſied they should be;' a People |. 


that would come and offer: themſelves, 


with their: free-will-offerigs to Chriſt, in * 
the Day of his Power; and of that glori- ' 


ous eftuhtion of Graces, that like to a Ce- 
leſtial dew, would appear wonderful by 
a thick and ſudden producing 'of ſubjects 
and ſouldiers ready armed for his ſervice, 
P/al. 110. 


IT. For this purpoſe it was, that-the. 


Bishops had in' their Churches two! Ta- 
bles.# One of them was aw Þ wnamgis's, 


mug o ugr@>, 3. e.' within that {pace | 


where the Miniſters did officiate at the 
Altar, and where were Curtins purpole- 
ly shut to keep non-Communicants trom 
the ſighrof, and acceſs to the Holy My- 
ſteries. Theother was, where the Peo- 
ple could' freely come” to offer their 
Gifts, part whereof ' afterwards - Was 
brought by the Deacons tothe Commu- 
nion Table. 


Wine, Oil, Wool, ſometimes Cloth, 
Silver, and any thing elſe that might be 
uſeful ro the Church, ( till by exprels 


Canons | 


24. + Thus | 


Hither were brought the | 
Free-Wwilk-offeriugs - of - the- People , Bread, | 


Bulk es QUw I. 
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[that he would be pleaſed 


:when the 


| And Sarttfice. © x19 
Canons of the Chureh ; * thoſe Oblati-: 
ons in kind were limited to: ſuch things. 
only as could be emploied -about the 'Sa- 
craments and Service of the Church) and 
all this was offered up to God by all Chni- 
\tians, by ow of a daily Sacrifice. And; 
| riſtians had offered up to; 
God their Goods; the Prieſt who did re« 
ceive them, did ſolemnly pray to God, 
t6 look oz their 
Oblations, as he did once on them of Abel, 
of Nooh, andof Abraham. Out of theſe 
(Oblations,the Elements of the holy Com- 
munion were taken forth and preſented 
it the other Fable, where they were bleſt 
by the Bishop or Prieſt,and-diftributed by 
him to the People as from God, to affure 
them he had accepted of both their Per- 
ns and Offerings, and that inſtead of rhe 
Bread and Wine, which they had offered 
won his Altar, as either the firſ?-ſruits, or 
the Repreſentatives of all their Goods, he 
was pleaſed to return to them not ſimple 
Bread, and {imple Wine, bur ſuch blefled 
Bread and Wine, as were doth the ſacred 
Myſteries of the Body and Blood of 
his Son , ' and an infallible ſurety of all 


Things depending thereon. -This is the 


reaſon , why, becauſe primitive Chrift:- 


| 


ans never received thote holy Myiterics, 

but after they had made their Offerings ; 
* Can. 37. Afric. 

and 
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and becauſe thoſe very Myſteries which 
they received were commonly taken, as 


to the matter, from that Bread and Wine, 


which they had before Offered: The Holy 
Fathers, (for inſtance S. Ireneus) * who 
then had no occaſion to be fo exact, or 


cautious as to diſtinguish. preciſely the 


nature of two Sacred Offices, which went 
conſtantly together, do not ſcruple to 


ſpeak of the Bleſled Communion, pro- | 


miſcuouſly as Sacrament or Sacrifice. 
12. Now to bring all this more home; 


The Law of Ancient 1/rael, the. practiſe | 


of the Primitive Church, and the very 
Equity of the thing it ſelf, do ſuffict- 
ently teſtifie, that we ought not 1n theſe, 
more then in the former Ages, to appear 
before the Lord with emty hands: that 
it was not more ft for Worshippers now 
then it was then, - to preſent their per- 
ſons without their Goods; as it were, 


Trees without their Sap and Fruit: and | 
that theſe ſame Nations, Which in the 


prediction of Eſzy, were at their firſt 
coming to bring and conſecrate both 
themſelves and their Gold unto. the 
Lord, muſt not be now leis liberal, 
when by their Sacrifice, they appear 


or 
; of ( 
eitl 
16. 
I 
wht 

' mu! 


to renew the Vows of their form: | eye 
Conſecration; as ſurely God isnot, U-| do, 


* ren. 1. 4.c. 30. 34. Et alibi paſim. 


ON | 
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; onthe ſame occaſions leſs merciful, when 
by his Holy Sacrament he renews unto 
' them the Covenant of his ſaving Grace. 
| Therefore he that comes rich, is bound 
'to appear before his Savior, with his 
| hands fullof ſuch Free-will-offerings, as 
' he may take out of his abundance, as did 
in Iſrael the Husbandman out of a plen- 
tiful Harveſt, when the Lord had bleſſed 
- + his Field. Hethatisleſs able, muſt offer 
out of what he can either get by his labor, 
: | or ſpare by his Parcimony : as the poor wi- 
e | dow did, when $she offered her Mire. In 
y | 2 word, every -one, whether he be rich 
1- | or poor, is to lay down at the Offerings, 
of God, according as the ſame God hath 
r either bleſſed or ſpared him, 1 Cor. 
it 16.2. 270 
w. 13. The quantity of theſe Oblations), 
r= Whether extraordinary, as upon a Com- 
e, munion Day, or more ordinary, as up- 
1d on other daily occaſions, is wholly left 
he | to the diſcretion of the Chriſtian Wor- 
#| shipper. And whereas God by his Law, 
th d deal with the Iſraelites, as Fathers 
he do with Children in an age unfit to 
il, guide it ſelf, preſcribing to them the 
213r meaſure, the time, and the manner of 
1-T | every thing , Which they were either to 
1>-| do, or togive;z our Savior hath by the 
Goſpel freed all Chriſtians from this 
pun Pedagogy, leaving them, as 
F men 
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Men'able to give an account of them + 
ſelves, borh to their own Judgment» 
and to the direction of his Spirit. ' But 
if this different way of the Goſpel dif- 
charges Chriſtians now adaies from the 
{uljection of doing puncGually and lit- 
terally every thing, which the ancient 
Tirael were to obſerve; it certainly obli- 
ces them to do more as/to the matter, 
and to do it in a better manner. And 
(God forbid that this honor and liberty, 
which he vouchſafes us above what he 
did to the Jews, should be taken by us, 
either as a permiſſion, or as an occafion 
of being worſe. Therefore' God in 
former times did give ſpecial Laws to 
lis People for every thing rhey 'were 
:0 do, in point either of Piety or Cha- 
rity. For example, they were to give 
the tenth part of whatſoever they 
could gather out of their Fields, their 
Trees and their Flocks, belides another 
Tenth part every third Year, that 1s, 
a Thirtieth part every Year: and what 
ever could grow of it ſelf, during the 
vacancy of every ſeventh Year: They 
were. bound' moreover to many other 
charitable. ways of helping the Poor, 


as to lend them Mony without raking | 


either Uſe or Pawn: and toleavein their 
Fields and Vineyards ſo much of their 
Corn and Fruits behind , as could re- 


COMPENce; | 
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> | compence the labor and diligence of ma- 
2 | ny honeſt Neighbors, who, at the end 
I | of the Year, had no other Harveſt then 
- | this Gleaning. And altho all this was 
e | Charity, yet it was among the People of 
= | Iſrael called Juſtice, becaule it was com- 
t | manded by Law, and that they were oh- 
= | ligedtopay theſe Alms as itrictly as any 
2 , Other Debt. Here then a cown-rig::t 
1 ; Chriſtian will do well to rake notice, 
2 | of what all theſe Charges may come to, 
- | and what proportion they will 95car with 
> | the Eſtate and Revenue God bleites him 
t | with, that ſo he may contribure to- 
t | wards Works of Piety and Chzrity, not 
> | only fo much, but more; ar ;i notin 
2 the very ſame, yet in as wood a kind 
- * as the Jewsdid. So that he i-ay go be- 
- ,yond them in Charity, whom the Go- 
/ fſpel commands us to exceed in a! . 0- 
" ther Virtues, as we exceed taem in Blet- 
 lings. | 
> 14. The time of theſ: Oblat:ons 1s 
© not more limited then their meaſure. 
- | Ar firſt St. Paul had appointed the firſt 
/ | Day of the Week, that is, the Lords day, 
* |for the gathering of thoſe Charituvle 
| Aſtiſtances, and, as he calls them, .4c- 
| ceptable Sacrifices, 1 Cor. 16. 2. Philip. 
4. 18. which were to be ſent to the 
poor Brethren of Feruſalerm : becauſe e- 
- | ven from that time, thar Day was in 4 

"2 more 
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more ſpecial manner conſecrated to the 
ſolemn Miniſtry of Prayers, of Preach- 
ing, and of Communion. Now, tho the 
danger of Profaneneſs, which then was 
Jeſs to be feared, hath in our daies made 
the uſe of this Sacrament much leſs com- 
mon then that of Preaching and Prayer: 
Nevertheleſs, ſince by theſe two Holy 
Exerciſes, both God ſpeaks to us, and 
we to him; this should be warning 
enough , not to preſume to appear be- 
fore him withont a Gift. And that we 
may both bear up the more eaſily the 
expenſes of this Weekly Sacrifice, and 
diffuſe more univerſally the ſweet ſavor 
thereof into all the parts of our Life; 
it would be a piece of Holy Prudence, 
to take care that every day should both 


bear ſome part of the burthen, and have. ' 


ſomeshare of the Holineſs. And that by 
a daily attending to this Service, the 


Rich beſtill induſtrious to defalk ſome . | 


larger portions of his abundance; the 
Poor to ſteel ſome thing out of his ne- 
cefſaries: and the middle conditioned 


Man to ſpare what he can out of all 


his competence. . But ſpecially when rhe 
good Providence lets fall into our hand 
tome confideral}e Advantages; then let 
him that will grow rich in God, look 
upon thoſe temporal occaſions, as A 
propitious time of Harveſt, wiereof _ 
Mu 
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| muſt be ſure to reſerve the Firſt-fruits to 

God: and let him have a place in his 
; Houſe, like the Treaſury in the Temple, 

where he may daily caſt in his Talexr, or 
: his Didrachm, or his Mite, according as 
| God daily blefles him: and whence he 
' muſt be ſure to take nothing, but for a 
| ſpecial holy uſe, as if hedid take it from 
| Gods Altar. 

15. Itis true indeed, that not only this, 
but alſo any thing elſe that we have at 
home, is already conſecrated, ſince God 
having given it to us, we havegiven it 
back again unto God. For whenſoever we 
' gave him up our own perſons, all our . 
| goods were involved iin this general Con-. 
: ſecration, and thereby became #pſo fatto, 
; holy Offerings unto.the Lord. But as theſe 
' holy Offerings under the Law were of 

two ſorts, ſome which the Worshipper, 
{and his Wife, and Children might eat; 
| ſome of which it was not lawtul for any to 
| eat except the- Prieſts only ; my meaning 
; 1s,that the truly pious Chriſtian should ga- 
ther day by day, and by little and little 
(both to make his Devotion leſs burthen- 
ſom, and by a continual application to 
' this work; to ſanCtifie the whole courſe of 
| his life the better) a Magazine of holy 
things of this Jaſt kind, which may be 
only emploied to God and his Churches 
ſervice. 
| F J 16. But 
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16. But at the ſame inſtant that the 
Chriſtian i a prage " Shall take ' the 
materials of his good Works, out of this 
ſtore, he muſt have a great care to draw 
withal out of the good Treaſure of his 
heart, the Fire, and the Frankincenſe, that 
is, the Zeal andthe holy Thoughts that 
may improve, and raiſe good moral Works, 
to the being of Religions Sacrifices, And 
as without doubt, at firſt, he had a care 
not to lay aſide theſe firſt Fruits in a cor- 
ner of his houſe, either /negligently or 
rudely, as ſome do throw their Alms 
into Beggars hands, or as Fadas did his 
thirty Pieces into the Temple; ſo he muſt 
not forget himſelf fo much, as to take 
them thence, and beſtow them on the 
Body or Members of Chriſt, that 1s; the 
Church and his Neighbor, but with ſuch 
pious Elevations and Applications of his 
mind, as may become both that Majeſty 
which he adores, and the pious and holy 
A& that he intends. Let him do it; 
whether at his door, or in the way, orin 
the Temple, it:matrersnot; forthe hour 
is long {ince come, that Religious Acts, 
or Worshippings ;: are confined neither: 
to this Mountain, nor to Feruſalem,. Joh. 
4: 21. Whereſoever God gives thee the 
occalion and power to perform any hoiy 


Work , there he makes holy Ground for 


thee: only this work, to be holy, and 


becoming | 
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becoming a Worshipper, muſt by all 
means be don in Spirit and in Truth. 
This Spiiz will teach us, what Flesh and 
Blood cannot do, borh to perceive, and 
confider, not an Angel only, as the Patri- 
arcs often did; but Giriit himſelf, in the 
conciition of anatflicted Citurch, for ex- 
ample, orot an honeit diftrefled friend ; 
and then at ſuch occaiions to lay our libe- 
ralities, with that ſame mind and thought 
that a true Worshipper would lay his Ob- 
{ations upon the Altar, where he knows 
that Chriſt will molt effectually both find 
it, and accept of it. Once he received 


the Gold, the Myrrh, and the Frankin- 


cenie, which. the wiſe Men gave Fo/ep- ; 
He did alſo receive :he Goods which S#- 
ſanna, and other Religious Women did 


| put in the hands of his Diſciples; ſince 


tat ume, the Church, and all her diſtreC 
ſed Members have been inſtated by Caritt 


' himſelf moſt exprelly into the place or 


theſe happy Perſons; and as if they had 
bin for this purpoſe created Chriits fo- 
lemn Officers and Angels, about the time 
that he was to ſuffer, and to leave h1s bc- 
loved Diiciples, hepromiſed them both 
to accept, and account as beſtowed on 
himfelf thete ſmall Offerings, which tor 
his fake weshould depoſ:tein their hands. 
Matt. 15.49.45, 

F 4 17. This 
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I7. This ſame Spirit, and this Actual 
application, is the only means that we 
can haveto raiſe up good moral Works, 
and to make them true Heawve-offerings. 
Without this Elevation, what we give, 
may in it ſelt be a good deed, to us a 
conliderable expenſe, and to other men 
ſome benefit; but to God, it is no Sa- 
crifice: Oritis ſuch a Sacrifice, as ſends 
up no ſavor above : but either like the Ob- 
lation of Cair, falls all down to ashes and 
duſt, or like the Alms of Phariſces,to ſuch 
a paltry reward, as we get perhaps from 
men, Ger. 10. Mar. 6. 

18. All theſe Confiderarions, and Pi- 
ous Intentions of the Soul, which to the 
Worshipper muſt be inſtead of the Sa- 
cerdotal Utenſils, and to the Oblation, in- 
{tead of the Fire and Frankincenſe, are 
much revived and ſtirred up by the Cir- 
cumſtantial folemnity and Holineſs of 
the bleſſed Communion. Look to the A- 
doration of the Ancient Iſraelites, I was, 
&-c. Deut. 26. 


T dare appear before the Lord 
with all my ſins and my ſorrows ; 
Ir zs very jus? alſo, that I should 
appear with theſe few Bleſſings, 


which are mine; they are mine 


by \ 
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by thy favor, and having re- 
: | ceived them of thy hand, now 
' | doLlofferthem to thee. * For- 
| grve I beſeech thee my ſins, de- 
: | hxver me from myſorrows, and 
. | accept of this ſmall Bleſſing. 
' Accept of this my Sacrifice, as 
| thoudidſt of that of Abel, of A- 
| braham, and of Noah, or rather 
i look in my behalf on that only 
. | true Sacrifice, whereof here 1s the 

Sacrament ; the Sacrifice of the 
. only unſpotted Lamb: the Sacrt- 


 fice of thine own Son, of thine _ 


- , only begotten Son, of thy Son 
 proceeamg from theeto dy for me. 
O let him again come from thee 
to me; let im come now as 
' | theonly begotten of the Father, 
| full of Grace and of "Truth, to 

' | bleſs me. Amen, Amen. 


* 1 Chron. 29. 14. 
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